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The Story Of Belle Air, Historic

Editor's note: This story is
made timely by the addition of a
new chapter this week, when
Belle Air was purchased by J,
Gilbert Berry, of Vienna. This
family also maintains an his-
toric tradition. Mr. Berry, his
father, Joseph Berry, his grand-
father, G. Owens Berry, and his
Erandfather, Col. George West
arnor, were all surveyors of
glrfu County. Mr. J. Gilbert

rry intends to restore Belle
Air and use it as his residence.

;,About 1720 a portion of the
Ewell family, which had previously
fsettled in Lancaster County, Vir-

ja, removed to Dumfries, Va.,

d became wealthy in tobaceco
e. ey acquired extended
ded pOssessions and built Belle
mansion for their family seat.
£ It is situated about five miles
ward from Dumfries and
ghout 12 miles south of Manassas.
building is doubtless older
any now standing in Dum-
s, as the great fire more than
century since destroyed many
the oldest buildings of that an-
gient farm. It is probably older
‘than Mount Vernon or Gunston
{Hall, or any of the old Virginia
manor houses of the colonial pe-
. The house was evidently built
ore the days of saw mills, for
v lath was rived, every timber
joist and studding had evi-
dently been hewed out of the woods
4 even the finest cornices and
ings bore the mark of the axe
the reverse side. There is no
that bricks were made in the
inity, and we are prepared to
Shelieve the t-adition  that  they
gme over fo=n Seotland in the
d-of the re urning tobaceo ships.
reco:'s and traditions of the
ell and kindred families all cor-
horate these unmistakable signs
nd make it reasonably certain that
dle Air is not only older than
gr national Government but prob-
gbly older than the eounty of Prince
filliam. The heavy brick and
pe walls, from two to four feet
thickness, declare to our satis-
@gction that they were not built
g these degenerate days. A chim-
jy 22 fet wide stands at one end
ff the mansion, in which are five
gplaces, one of them large
pugh to roast an ox, or into
ich a grand piano could be easily
. In all there are seven fire-

s in the house.
“The mansion, like all the houses
that period, has a double front;
faces the southeast, the other
thwest. This ensures sunlight
pd sun warmth on each side of
e house for 365 days of the year.

gther this arrangement has
tributed to the remarkable
palthfulnes of the generations

it have come and gone under its

e roof is a question for econ-
Sderation.

e internal arrangements are

Prince William County Mansion

more convenient for housekeepers
than many of the ancient houses.
The cooking, dining and laundry
work are all provided for on the
first floor, in which are six rooms,
one of which was a sort of ‘donjon-
keep” surrounded by masive walls
of stone. The only material change
made in the house in its repair and
restoration was the addition of a
door and window and the dungeon
has given way to a harmless cellar,

The main floor is 11 feet high
and contains the large parlor, a
reception room, a living room and
a sleeping apartment which is now
called “the Washington guest
chamber,” as Washington is said
to have occupied it when visiting
there. Between the hall and parlor
a paneled partition was originally
built, which on great occasions was
taken down, thHus making a room
20 by 30 feet. .

The stairway has a place for it-
self and is wide and easy, with
commodious landings. The thinl
floor contains five sleeping rooms
and a large hall, and is lighted by
old-fashioned dormer windows
Above all is a fourth floor or attic
running the length of the buildine,

The beginning of Belle Air is a
little hazy. We know that Col.
Jesse Ewell received it from his
ancestors; that he was the college
chum of Thomas Jefferson at Wil-
liam and Mary and it is eertain
that the author of the Declaration
frequently visited the family. We
also find among the records, in
the court house of Prince William
County, in an old deed bodX, a
mrtgage given May 2, 1794, which
states that the land on which Belle
Air stands originally consisted of
1.248 acres, part of which Charles
Ewell received as a erant from the
Priprietors of the Northern Neck
of Virginia (Fairfax and Culoeper)
and part from John Wood, who he-
fore that time had received the
balance from the Proprietors.

We have record evidence to show
that Dr. James Craik, the surgeon
of the Virginia Battalion that
saved the wreck of the Braddock
expedition, was married here to
Mariamne Ewell on the 13th of
November, 1760.

Dr. Craik was the most intimate
of Washington's personal friends
and was appointed by him as
Surgeon General of the American
Army. The Ewells and Washing-
tons were cousins and George him-
self was frequently at Belle Air
and when on his bridal tour spent

one night “with his cousins at
Belle Air.”
Cne of the most interesting

*haracters connected with Belle Air
was Mason Locke Weems, the ec-
centric rector of Mount Vernon
Parish. He married Miss Fannie
Ewell here about the time of the
Revolution, was intimate at Mount
Vernon and wrote the first life of
George Washington. Weems was
often at Belle Air and the property
passed into the hands of. Par-
son and his heirs after the. death

4-H GIRL PROJECT 3
WANNERS ANNOUNCED

Winners of the 1945 girls’ 4-H
Club projects in Prince William
County were announced today by
Miss Nell Grim, county home agent
as follows: canning achievement,
first prize, gold pin, Marie Ro-
mine, Haymarket second prize,
Foley food mills and cookbook,
Jean Bell, Waterfall; clothing
achievement, first prize, gold lock-
let, Mary Hookpr, "Nokesville; first
prize, best record book, gold pin,
Linda May Kruse, Haymarket. The
awards willebe presented at the
next meetings of the Haymarket
and Nokesville 4-H Clubs.

of Mrs. Jesse Ewell in 1823. Par-
son Weems died in Beauford, 8.C.,
May, 1825, and the following win-
ter his remains were brought by
boat to Dumfries and buried at the
family cemetery. His brother-in-
law, Col. Jesse ell, was a colonel
of Prince William Militia at the
time of the Revolution and is said
to have fed his entire regiment on
one occasion from his own flocks
and herds, slaughtered and cooked
and served up to his guests' in and
around the mansion.

Among the other descendents of
the Ewells who spent much time
at Belle Air was Dr. Jesse Ewell,
of Hickory Grove, who lived to be
nearly 100. He was born in Dum-
fries and in his infancy was a great
sufferer from malaria. He was re-
moved by his father to the ances-
tral home at Belle Air, and from
that time lived a life remarkable
for its length, its healthfulness and
its usefulness.

Gen. Richard 8. Ewell, the left
arm of Lee, as Longstreet was the
right, which dealt such blows for
the Confederacy on many a field,
and President %euiamin S. Ewell
of William and Mary College, are
worthy specimens of this illustrious
family.

Simple, well-prepared food,
good pie, hot coffee, that’s
what our business is based
upen! May we suggest—
you come in today as a
stranger — tomorrow as a
friend?
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