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Washington Guest Chamber.
where George and Martha
Washington spent a night there
o their honevimoon on the way
to  Mount Vernon from
Williamshurg.

restored.

"Four days out the weeck we
thought it was a gond idea and
the other three days we wuon-
dered why we ever gol into 1"
sald Mrs. Flory, about the

Ongof the oldest pieces inithe
room is a walnut Tabernacle
Cabinet  (1720) with ayster
grain veneer. A long Spunish
Lable sits hehind the sofa, An
i58th century antique Chinese
piece was found in Singapore

has a central hall pattern with
the parlor on one side and the
library on the other side

The library features o
handsome 1600 William and
Mary piece and u Jacohean
(ool stool dating back to the

Bel Al was once o fortress and
rest stalion on the way west-
ward frot Lhe river and that
the house was built atop the
fortress

The lower floor of the house
i the Enghsh basement with
huge fireplace and chimmey
with uncul feldstone walls, the
stune of which was believed
found in the fields nearby. ILis

The walls vary in thickness
from one to three feet wide and
the chimney is 20 feet wide with
five flues

Bricks for the mansion were
made on the plantation from
the red clay and are original
unly having been patched over
the years.

For the day of the tour, the
house will have flower




WL PRI A S5 LS
p.m,. by the Trowel Garden
Club.

Bel Air. a pre-Hevolutionary
home built i 1740 by Col
Charles Ewell, was once the
home of the illustrious M
I.. Weems (Parson Weems)
who wrote the famous stories
and anecdotes aboul George
Washington, The upstairs
room, where he is said Lo have
wrilten the slories, is being
used by the present owners.
Dr. and Mrs. William E. §
Flory, as a study.

Downslairs is the
Washington Guest Chamber
where  George and  Martha
Washington spent a night there
on their honevinoon on the way
to  Mount Vernon [rom
Williamsburg.

PEYES,  PUIEUEIELY Uy @
real estate agent who was st
nobody would buy the hou
they knew it had a gravey

The fact that the home had
one didn’t discourage the
Florys who “discovercd” Bel
Air 24 vears this month in a
state of greal disrepair and
foithfully restored it to its
present state over the years
The house had been unlived in
for 18 years

Only one room of the huge
house was habilable, so the
Florys camped in the other 13
rooms while 1t was being
restored

“Four days out the week we
thought it was a good idep and
the other three days we won
dered why we ever got into i,
said Mrs. Flory., ahout the

i i
believed Lo be a home product
made from red clay found on
the property and nulk. In
recent years the mantel had to
be repaired, the result of
sagging from 250 years of
accumulated dust
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The Florys call the room,
The Red Hoom, and it is filled
with many family pieces as
well as pieces collected by the
couple and given to them by
persons interested in the
historic mansion

Omeof the oldes! pieces inithe
room is a walnut Tabernacle
Cabinet (17200 with  ovster
grain veneer. A long Spanish
nd the sofa. An
igth century antique Chinese
picee was found in Singapore

table sits hel

Ewell and Weeams ume o
a christening party
was said to have lasted four

Off the parlor is the
Washington Guest Chambers
where an interesting gn.n'v is a
16th century §
Chest with
tortoise-shell 1 Many of the
un editions of the Life ol
Washington, are owned by the
Florys and are in this room

The main floor of the house,
which is built like many
Virgima homes of the period
has a central hall pattern wit}
the parlor on one side and the
lihrary on the ulh--
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Parson Weems's bedroom is now used as a study by present owners

here that the Florys have their
dining room, kitchen, pantry
and [amily room. The room,
once known as the dungeon, is
used as a storage room now
The foors of the basement are
reproduced from the
il design.
house, with its pre-
Georgian front and unbalarced
window placement, is still a
working farm. The Florys
e Black Angus and their
1 hay.

111- walls vary in thickness
from one to three feet wide and
the chimney is 20 feet wide witt
five flues

Bricks for the mansion were
made on the plantation {ron
the red clay and are origin
urily having been palched over
the years

For the day of the tour. the
houss will have f[lower

arrangements made hy gardd

tickets for the tour may calli

Mindi Swell at 221-4761,
may also be ;lurt'ha»-ui .sl \
l.az\ Susan Inn or al
dividua! homes during .!‘e d







