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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA 
H. Alexander Wise, Jr., Director 

221 Governor Street 
Richmond, Virginia 23219 

Department of Historic Resources 

August 24, 1994 

Douglas L. James, Planning Director 
Prince William County 
One County Complex Court 
Prince William, VA 22192-9201 

RE: Bethel Methodist Church, Prince William County (DHR No. 76-258) 

Dear Mr. James: 
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Recently the Virginia Department of Historic Resources, the Commonwealth's agency responsible for administering 
historic preservation programs, received information regarding the history and significance of Bethel Methodist 
Church in Prince William County. This information was submitted by John Miller, trustee and president of Bethel 
Historical Society, and Evelyn Ognowski, vice-president of the Bethel Historical Society, along with a request that 
the Department consider whether the property is eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places and 
the Virginia Landmarks Register. This informal evaluation is intended to assist property owners and other interested 
parties in deciding whether to go forward with the formal nomination process. This informal evaluation also allows 
us to provide you with some substantive information that we hope will be helpful to you in your local planning 
efforts, regardless of whether a formal nomination is ever prepared. 

Enclosed is a map showing the location of the property. The Department welcomes any information you may have, 
particularly if you are aware of any reasons why the property may not meet the criteria for registration. Information 
regarding the physical setting and extent of modifications to the property is especially helpful. 

The National Register and Virginia Register are lists of individual properties, sites and districts, important for their 
prehistoric and/or historic associations. Only those properties found to be significant for their associations with 
events or persons or determined to be good examples of an architectural style or method of construction are eligible 
for inclusion on the registers. Additionally, properties must meet age and integrity standards. 

In the event that the property is ultimately added to the registers, that registration applies no restrictions regarding 
what the owner may do with bis property. Registration makes a property eligible for protection and financial 
incentives such as easement donations, tax credits for rehabilitation and grant funds, not available to unregistered 
properties. More importantly, registration is a way of honoring the significance of a historic property and recording 
its history and appearance by collecting information that becomes a permanent record in the Department's archives. 

TELEPHONE: (804) 786-3143 TDD: (804) 786-1934 FAX: (804) 225-4261 

An Equal Opponunily Agency 



Aupst 25. 1995 
Re: Bethel Methodist Church, Prince William Couniy 
Paac 2 

• 

Should you have any questions or requests for information describing the effects, benefits and process of 
registration, please contact me or James Hill, the Department's National Register Coordinator. 

Sincerely, 

l/~tvl~-J· 
H. Alexander Wise 
Director 

HAW/sdm 

Enclosure (map) 
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CHECKLIST FOR STATE AND NATIONAL REGlSTEK PROCESS IN VIRGINIA 

(a denotes completed step in the process) 

Eya.hgrigg of f;ljgjhjljty 

II Preliminary Infoau:wciaa Form RJCCived aad 
reviewed. additjonal mfonmllOD requesaed if 
necesauy 

CJ Pn!li mj A ' h40111111icm fonll' rftie SC sd -and 
rased by RePsw Evalmtima Team at semi-moatbly 
meecing 

CJ InfomllliClll Oil ptopen:iM noc-riwlly affected by 
federal ~ ~-. rared by Rcgilrer 
Evaluation Team at semHnaalbly meecing 

0 Preli.minarv Informuion Form mailed to 
members or Staie ReYJeW Baud for ~ew rwo 
weeks pnor to -•. Baud maka 
recommr:ndaDoa Ordi'gibilily at bi-moathly 
meetmg. SectiDn 106 evabwiom are DOt lak.m 
before the board. 

If applicant eJecu to pm-. n:gillralioa. applicant 
ccamlCI WllD pep..w staff reprdiDg cntena. 
area of sipi6c:nce, period of sipifiamce aad 
boundarieL 

CJ Depmuaeut staff rwiew8 nonrinarion draftl upca 
request and picMdea tecJuW:al 1ssi11anc:e 

0 Depll1JDeiu staff reviews compleced nomination 

CJ Owaer(s). officWs. Uld c:omultant notified of 
Boards' decisiom 

0 Property is loged in at Natioaai Register office 

CJ Owner. comuil:llll and local officials notified of 
Keeper' I decisioa 

-. 

11 Owner(1) and officials DOCified of rec:cipt of 
Preliminary lnformmoll Form. ~w of 
H.istonc Remurces uchives c.brc~or propeaty 
file Uld any additioaa! iofonmnon 

O Ownm(1) and officials infonmlCi of team 
reconnnmdarion, nocified of pendiq conadenaiaa 
by State Review Doud. Additioaai-inioallllliw 
~-~ if neca•ary. In the cue of .bisraric 
~public iDiormarioaa1 meec:in may be beld 
at cbe req.- of the appJ.icam or the~ 
CJ Officia11 aocified of review team 
reco•••••o dat1om reprdiDg Seaion J 06 projecu 

0 Qwuerts) and officials noutied of Board's 
decision 

CJ COMPLETE nomimtion due to Depaaw of 
Hisroric .Rwces by first day of the IDDlllh prior 
to me mandl of the Stale Review Boud ad 
Vupma Bcmd of Historic Reaoun:es meeft• 11 at 
wbida tbe amninerim is to be comidered 

O Ownm(1), adjacca1 1>roperty owners. C0111Pl1pt 
and local officWI notified by letter no less cbm 30 
days prior to Stare Review Board meeting to ioitiar.e 
Jo-day c:om period 

0 Io the cue of a historic c:lisuict, Dqmum:m of 
Historic RmDUl'CCI hokis a public btarmg widlin 
tbe loc:ality not lea than lhirty days prior to lbe 
Board ........m md publisbm lepl DOCice in cbe 
local pmper- ~initiate 3«Miay comment period 

0 Nomimtimi P""""'rrd at State Review Board 
JDMting. If approved. Stale Review Boud 
1econn1n+M t&al JIO'Dinarion be forwmded to 
.Keepar of the Naticaal R.egilrer: nonrimrjcww 
J'!Wllled to v· . . Bcmd of Historic Rawi .. 
1f appnwed wi:S owner objecaoa will be lismd 
oa die VirJinia I ancimarias Register oo day of 
pl pf•licm 

0 Nmninatim is forwarded to the Keeper of tbe 
Naaioaa! Rqisrer in Wubingtoo, D.C. 

0 Following 45 day review period. Depa1111111& is 
notified of decisim. If appaowd wicbout OWW" 
objec:tioa. pi~ is listed oa Naiioaa.l ~. If 
owners object. Keeper decWa piopeny elilib& 
sw.que.c ownen may ns:iDd objecaoo. 


