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Officials want to revive

1800s church

1822 courthouse and jail that
made Brentsville the center for
county government until 1894.

Supervisors
want structure o Comple also includes a

to Jo|n Complex structed in 1928. Officials

believe the schoolhouse was
built on the foundation of the
former county clerk's office,
which was destroyed during
the Civil War, ;
BRENTSVILLE — Gladys ! think it is really impor-
i Eanes will never forget her tant. and I think it is exciting
that we have a ... Board of
church was decorated in Supervisors that can appreci-
dahlias and ferns her mother at¢ the value of this quaint
had gathered from local gar- church.” said Prince William
dens for the ceremony on Sept. County Historical Commission
26. 1948, - member Jan Cunard, who also
During the past 39 vears. Serves as the chairwoman for
Eanes, whose husband died in the Friends of the Brentsville
1989. has watched as decades Courthouse Historic Centre.
of neglect have slowly con- The group was formed to raise
sumed that memory. donatigns and assist in the
"It was kept up and neat and Project’s renovation.
pretty then — just a little coun- The supenvisors have agreed
try church.” said the 68-vear- 0 offer the owners, Negmeh
old Brentsville native, who lives 12¥ebe and Parto Hadian, their
directly across from the aban- 2sking price of $25.000.
doned  Brentsville  Union: The only problem is that a
Church on Bristow Road. separate party placed a con-
The paint is cracked andtract on the property in mid-
peelmgl sections of trim and A\ia_\'. an obstacle that may
shutters have disappeared and
the steps are barely visible force the county to condemn
under the vast network of the property if a deal cannot be
creeping vegetation. worked out.
“It looks like . it could_ use  “It may have to go to court,”
:gjrgeﬂ‘_ﬂgg; loving care.” she said Bob Wilson, the county's
V. director of public works. “We
The late 1800s c_hurch"co_uld always try to negotiate. If nego-
get just that if Prince William tiati faill. th ,
County officials get their way. Atiors] .i' creamaybe rea-
The Board of County Super- sons_why it is in evervbody's
visors voted this week to offer PeSt interest to go to court.”
to buy the church and make ¢ . Sandra M. Morris-Flynn. 56.
a part of the historic Brentsville "' hasv lived next o e
Courthouse complex — a reno- church since 1971, said she
vation project consisting of the placed a contract on the prop-
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erty because she wanted to see
it restored.

"It is a shame to just let it sit
there and fall down,” she said.

Despite agreeing with the
county’s intentions. she said
she’s unsure how the issue will
be worked out since the county
has not approached her about
the issue.

In fact. she’s not sure about
the status of her own contract.
which she said she submitted
for another party. Morris-Flynn
would not reveal the name of
that person.

°l would hope the owners
would realize the value of the
property and agree to sell it o
the county for the asking
price.” said Cunard. who was
unable to estimate its potential
value.

“It is almost impossible to
put a figure on such a historic
property.”

The Brentsville Courthouse

renovation has been supported
by a §25.000 grant from state
Sen. Charles Colgan. D-Prince
William. which the supervisors
agreed to match as part of the
fiscal 1998 budget.

An application also has been
filed for $580.000 in funding
through the federal govern-
ment's Intermodal Surface
Transportation Enhancement
Act. Cunard said the project
meets the criteria for such
funding because Brentsville
was a major crossroads for
transportation from 1822 to
1894.

If the request is granted this
summer. $45.000 of the grant
would come from the county
and the Park Authority along
with 8100.000 in funds raised

-mean a new

by the Friends of the
Brentsville Courthouse Historic
Centre.

The Virginia Department of
Historic Resources is sched-
uled to evaluate the complex
this month to determine how to
restore it, Cunard said. For
now. she said, the goal is o0
stabilize the buildings so they
do not continue to deteriorate.

"It is going to be an evolving

process that will take a number -
of vears,” Cunard said.

Supervisor Ben Thompson.
R-Brentsville, said creating
such a “village concept™ could
attraction for
tourists in addition to sites like
the Manassas National Battle-
field Park.

°I think it will do a good bit
eventually for tourism.™ he said.
“It could be a real living history
project.”

Carol North. who has lived
two doors down from the
church since 1989. also was
excited about the idea of resicr-
ing the church.

North. the former paster of
the Presbyvterian church’s new
location just down the road.
said she usually doesn't sup-
port government seizures of pri-
vate land but could support this
exception.

“That is one of the few cas-
es | am in favor of that process
— to restore a historic building.
I am all for preserving old build-
ings.” she said. adding that she
thought the church’s addition to
the historic complex would be
an asset to the area.

"It would be nice if it could be
used for church again. for wed-
dings and things like that. |
would love to be able to do little
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Ceremonies in there,"

Eanes said her husband, A.v.
Eanes, would h

county’s plans,

Tm 100 percent for jt
because | know they will take
care of it.” she saiq. -



