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Landmark
building
on market
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of the Potomac News

MANASSAS — Old Town's business.
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One of those lookers is Lord & Com-
Inc., an firm with of-

on Church Street. companylt;
moving Its tions in
e T

"Ithaan‘thapgmd and we still
have a couple lit to work out,”
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The asking price is $320,000, said
Bob Burns, vice president of the Ith-
aca, N.Y., company that is trying to sell
the building for Park Communications,
which is also based In Ithaca.
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Opera use, lankly out on
Center Street with its dusty windows,
peeling doors and rusting eaves. Its
appearance belles the days when it was
a stately hub of activity in Manassas.

Bullt'in the early 1900s by promi-
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nent land owner and businessman
E.R. Conner, the bullding has ties to
the Civil War and to families who live in
Manassas today.

People disagree about when the
Opera House, which was first known
as the Conner Opera House, was built.
Walser Rohr, one of Conner’s daugh-
ters, it was built in 1906, the year
e o N yed Ihlocks iy

Old Town. -

“It was built of brick because all the
wooden bulldings burned down,” Rohr
said

But Rohr's sister, Elvere Cox, says
she believes the was built in
1911, when she was just a toddler.
Written histories of Manassas mention
both 1906 and 1911 as the years the
building went up.

Conner constructed the building,
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run his butcher shop. S|
membered that about four stores, in-

cluding a grocery, opened up on the

lower level of the building.

The second level became a cultural
center for Manassas.” High-quality
theatrical productions took place on
the stage. Local theater clubs would
also nces. Dances were
held into the 1940s.

“We always used to have ;tlaya u
there. I was in some of them. urchsg
even used to play basketball up there,”
Cox said, ing that her uncle pain-
ted scenery for plays on huge can-
vases. :

Rohr remembers going to her first
dances there when she was 13. She

also remembers her mother telling of

hibitionist Carrie

p there by p
Nation.

“She was known to take her ax and
go and chop down bars,” Rohr said.
The building also served as a place
tedmda Mosbyl_ ‘s Ralders, wﬁch conduc-
ring forays against Union troops
during the Civil War, would hold their
reunions. Some say that Mosby him-
selfl was there once, but there Is no

documentation to back that up, said
Manassas Museum Director Doug
Harvey.

Those who remember the Opera
House in its livelier days look forward
to seeing the building have occup

again.
“1 think that would be great,” Cox
sald.




