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The new apartments go for $800 to $1,000 a month, among the city's highest rents.
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Opera House’s Encore
Old Manassas Building Gets Retail-Residential Role

By Michael D. Shear
Washington Post Staff Writer

For nine years, the Conner Opera
House sat in Old Town Manassas, an
empty reminder that even buildings
with a vibrant history can become eye-
sores.

With barely a hint of its former role
as the cultural center of a turn-of-the-
century community, the Opera House
for years had been the largest symbol of
0Old Town’s decay. A year ago, 25 of the
town’s buildings were deserted.

But now, a local businessman has
pumped new life into the Opera House,
converting the first floor of the building
into space for retail stores and the sec-
ond floor into some of the city’s highest-
priced apartments.

The renovation—which cost about
$500,000—is the first large-scale pro-
ject in an ongoing effort to upgrade and
revitalize the look of Old Town Manas-
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would tie in with the fine dining we have
here,” Harris said. “We need to get
away from the redneck or blue-collar
image. We need to change the image of

Manassas and bring it back to a cultura :
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At the Opera House in Old Town

Mary Reilly, left, and Linda Parker -
paint in their studio. At the turn

of the century, the building was a
cultural center. Now it contains
stores and apartments.
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0ld Town Manassas.

New Life for Historic Opera House
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| That goal makes the history of the
Opera House even more important,
said Laura Peake, the curator of the
Manassas Museum.

“With Old Town as a whole work
SR e ol 1+ e
tant* to bring more people here,
m%mnmlis
one of our historic structures. It's

wonderful to see the building in a
much better condition and being

mark Commission, the building’s
first owner, E.R. Conner, his
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key fea-

ture of bringing life back to Old

Town,

“One of the strategies is to get
~ more people living in Old Town,” he
said. There are other apartments in
the town, but most rent for $450 to
$600 a month, he said. The new
apartments will rent for $800 to
$1,000 a month.

“If you bring enough people here,
the retail will sort itself out,” he said.







