|

|

ks ] Gainesville Times

. mEmesz ciszg mecw

2 TwmoTmE ocs
#eE CHAPEL.

HISTORIC SITE FILE: R
PRINCE WILLIAM PUB LIBRARY SYSTEM
RELIC/Bull Run Reg'Lib Manassas, VA

A RogsSpds SoZmoso Smoo

iy

e

Friday, October 21, 2005

Haymarket sign

commemorates

Mosby ambush at Ewell’s Chapel

By TARA SLATE DONALDSON

" | Confederate Col. John Singleton Mosby
was a perpetual thorn in the side of the Union
Army. The “Gray Ghost” and his band of par-

auquier SUrro areas, .
ing havoc along the Union supply lines,

, Butin 1863, rumor of Mosby’s next move
filtered up to Union commanders, who took
the opportunity to lal);a trap for the raiders.

ing to local historian Jim Burgess, of
the National Park Service, Mosby had stopped
in at Ewell's Chapel outside Haymarket.
There, hewaaovwhem-dtel]mga resident that
he'd be haﬁ in the morning. The ea:;admpper
reparted the information to Union George
G. Meade, who ordered a trap set,

Early t.'he next morning, June 22, 1863,
Mosby did return with 25 of his raiders.
Riding from the Bull Run Mountains and
passing through the Ewell farm, Mosby saw
the 17th Pennsylvania Calvary near the
chapel and ordered his men to attack.

ut the Pennsylvanians were just the bait.

The 14th U.S. Infantry was hiding nearby and
as Mosby attacked, they sprung the trap.

According to Burgess, wet weather was
Elarhally responsible for Mosby's escape.

any of the Union muskets, damp from the
night before, didn’t fire. Three of Mosby's
Raiders were wounded but all escaped with
their lives and the ambush ended as quickly
as it had begun. -

“The action of Ewell's Chapel didn't real-
ly take any longer than it probably takes to
read the sign,” Burgess sai

The only fatality was Sgt Martin Aumiller
of the 17th Pennsylvania Calvary. He'd been
stationed in a tree as a lookout and Mosby
reportedly shot him down as he approached.
Aumiller is buried near the chapel.

The chapel itself was built for members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church around
1847 on land donated by Dr. Jessee Ewell.
The church was used until the turn of the
century and stood until the 1980s. It was
called Rescol when it was first built and
Ewell’s Chapel during the Civil War. It later
became known as Grace Episcopal Chapel.

new historical marker for Greenwich and a replica of the marker that has been plaoed at Ewell's

Chapel in Haymatkat
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Hoping to avoid a quarrel
with the British, the Union
troops  relented. Thus
Greenwich Presbyterian was
the only church in the county
not damaged by soldiers dur-
ing the Civil War.

That event was commemo-
rated last Friday as officipls
and dozens of Greenwich resi-
dents gathered outside the
church to dedicate an histori-
cal ma.rlmr that details the

““Ef.ik
asomanyl%h—cenhl-
ayPrmceWillwmwlleges, lit-
e of Greenwich remains to
serve as a monument to the

history that along
this ?romint id in' the
road,” said = Brentsville

District Supervisor Wally
Covington. “Greenwich
Presbyterian Church ‘stands
as a silent witness to the
movement of both Union and
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rian Mark 'I‘rhnwch of the
Bull Run Civil War
Roundtable, the soldiers
remained in Greenwich off
and on during the war.

Union troops were sta-
tioned in Greenwich in 1862
before moving towards
Bristoe Station and Manassas
Junction to catch Stonewall
Jackson’s troops after his
Aug. 27 raid. The Federals
did not find Jackson because
he had already moved his
troops to Brawner’s Farm on
the eve of the Second Batt]e of
Manassas.

The following year, the
Union troops were
again, stationed in Greenwich
in October 1863 as the two
arm.lesonce again to

converge in Phnoe William.
The Federal soldiers
hastily  retreated

Greenwich ahead of the

advancing Confederates and

met up Euth uthe:mr[zgj:;:

troops, who were

from Warrenton to Bristoe

Station. The advancing
erates were also head-

 for Bristoe Station, where |

" the two armies clashed the
fo].lowmg day.
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T was
Greenwich, there were actu-
ally two Civil War signs
erected last Friday. The sec-
ond commemorated the
ambush at Ewell's Chapel,
just off U.S. 15 above
Haymarket.

During that skirmish in
1863, Union troops attempt-
ed to ambush the famed
Confederate raider, Maj.
John Singleton Mosby.

Local historian Jim
Burgess, of the National
Park Service, told the story
of the ambush during the
dedication, explaining that
the Federal soldiers had

“held in

Hasby “all mght through
damp weather. By the time
Mosby and his band rode in
the next imeorning, many of
the Union

@ﬂm were too wet
-ambush failed
aiders escaped

Thus iﬂnﬁaralx missed
out on their “prettiest chance
... to dispose of Mr. Mosby,”
Burgess said, quoting Union
Gen. George G. Meade.

The sign commemorating
the ambush is located on pri-
vate property, near Loudoun
Drive and: U.S. 15. Rather
than hold two separate cere-
momel;ﬁh&mnty‘s Historic

~Preservation Division opted
to commemorate both Civil
War events with a single rib-
bon-cutting in Greenwich.

Neither the ambush at
Ewell’'s Chapel nor the tr
movements in Greenwic
were major turning points in
the war and neither are
widely remembered as mg~
nificant events.

But they were important
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Both to the locals who wit-
nessed them and to the over-
all war  effort, said
Gainesville District
Supervisor John Stirrup.

“While these might not be
the most significant events
in the history of the Civil
War, these are like pieces of
a picture puzzle that all fit
together to become our Civil
War,” he said.
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