ried the granddaughter of Charles
Ewell.

eems, a preacher and author, is
mod{ famous for his tales of the
younp George Washington throw-
ing a coin across the Rappahannock
and tell%ng his father “I cannot tell a
lie” whe gskedaboutafelledcherry
tree.

The Wasmngton biography, as
well as other books by Weems, were
penned at the Bel Ajr Plantat.lon
the author is buried\in a famjly
cemetery in the side yard.

The house pasaed th ugh many

hands and in 1890 'the walls of the
foundation separated. Workers at-
tempted torepair the mage and to

restore the house.

“They surrounded the ‘walls with
forms and poured in concr‘gte‘,: Flory
said, “but they didn’t put up any
braces” and the walls continued to
buckle. By 1915 the house, ong
with the plans to restore it,
abandoned.

For the next 33 years, people plL
fered some items from the house\|
and destroyed others. Hunters
camped in the house and used win-
dow frames or furniture for fire-
wood. The wife of a neighbor who
had supposedly been taking care of
the house “stripped it bare of all its
original furnishings,” said Flory,
adding that nothing was ever recov-
ered.

There was also a rumor that
somewhere in the walls of the house
was $50,000 in gold. Treasure hunt-
ers tore into the walls but never
found the gold, which was not hid-
den there anyway, said Flory,.

o
e (‘q?y

mmm—es movuaLaal GaIu UUpPEU awdy
theold clay that held thelarge stones
together. The stones were then
cemented together and putback into
the foundation.

“We were kind of camping until
we got around to doing work on the
interior,” Flory said. The kitchen,
located in the basement, served as
the mainroom while the Florysreno-
vated.

“When we finally started down
here, we found out that the two
beams holding everything up were
dryrotted and only had about [two
inches] left,” Flory said.

He said t.he rest of the restoratmn
process consisted not of one setback
but instead “was just a series of
emergencies.”

“The Park Service wanted to buy

it [in the 1940s] but couldn’t raise,

the money,” Flory said. “They said it
would take 20 years to restore and I
said, T can doitin 10 I finished 30
years later.”

Flory and his wife, who died three
years ago, worked weekends and
nights on the house. “It took virtu-

“\ally everything we had. When we

n out of money, we'd stop for a
ile.”

e is not sure just how much
mohey they putinto the house, Flory

Historical dmark in 1968 and
was added to the National Register
of Historic Places in 1972.

Since the completion of the resto-
ration, there have been few prob-

¢ , DTTLL UME,

hear them, and there seems to be a “Then again, they usually see them
pattern. It's usually a thirtyish around Halloween.”

HISTORIC S1TE FiLE: BELE AR~ GRAY Sl
PRINCE WILLIAM PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM
RELIC/Bull Run Reg Lib Manassas, VA
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