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By DOROTHY KELLER
Sitting in front of a warm-
stove in Sam. Bleight's home
in Haymarket and listening to
him tell the history of John
Dun]ap pr}uler of the
tion of Indk

a]mm gave one the feeling of
going back into time and re-
living those days.

Bleight is a very warm,

1893, all of his life. He is from
a ta.ml]y of four
three boys and a girl. Nonem'
the boys ever married.

He was born at Greenhill
Farm—now the home of the
Vincent Stantons—which the

reserves seven acres there
after selling about 300. His
present home, on Va. 55
directly across .from the
Haymarket Baptist Church,
is situated on 18 acres.

The original house on the
property was burned down
during the Civil War. Bleight
recalls that his father,
Samuel Rush Bleight, told
him that he, Charles Jordan,
and Jim Utterback stood on a
nearby hill and watched most
of Haymarket burn down
the Civil War.
ght remembers
details of his family history
that has been passed down
from one generation to the
next. He is a great-nephew of
John Dunlap. In his home,
Bleight has several pieces of
furniture that belonged to
Dunlap, including a table
Dunlap kept in his living
quarters above the printing
shop. It was on this table that
Dunlap laid the Declaration
of Independence and set the

Bleight had several old
copies of the Declaration, on
the bottom of which r“d
: "Publlshedby.luhnmnhp.

"a large garden each L a

am Bleight:

His ancestor printed the Declaration of Independence
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and neighbor of Bleight's
drove him to Philadelphia
where he was an honored
guest for the Soclety of
Professional Journalist's
Bicentennial Celebration in
honor of John Dunlap,
newspaper editor, patriot and
printer of the Declaration of

Independence.
Bleight has always been a
farmer. He still likes to grow

}a of which he gives a’::; to
iends. He farmed at

furniture Is a corner cahdnnt
carved from teak trees. Teak
b T AR
Indies, a X

owish-brown wood. The
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Mr_ Rleight prepares aooles for applesauce

'wbinet was a wedding G
. to John Sk

ill Farm until 1942

Mr. Bleight in his Hz ,rrnarket backyard”

ends of several of his fingers
while grinding hay; George
has the same finger tips gone
on the same hand.

Bleight's parents once
moved for a short period to
Prince George County, didn't |
like it and came back to rent |
Pageland Farm on Pageland
Lane, Gainesville. |
Bleight’s education varied.
His parents hired a live-in
teacher for the children when




