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Greenwich: Witness to history

Village pays
homage to
its past

By TARA SLATE DONALDSON
tdonaldson@timespapers.

com
When the Revolutionary War
ended in 1783, the land in the 13
%;?:;BEW to be part o{athe
mpire , perhaps,
ibrggzyﬂpiweofmﬁge
years after indepen-
dence, the British still flew in
western Prince William’s little
community of Greenwich. And it's
agoodthi:ngitdid——thatﬂﬁl::g i
its owner h save the -
church from L monso'ldlendunng- |
the Civil War.
Greenmchian’tali#‘
vers passing through
Vint Hill Road could easily lﬁink
‘and miss the community. But it’s a
little easier to spot now that a his-
tomlmarkerhasheenerectodvl:{
the roadside, explaining the
lage's unique past. _
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Haymarket sign commemorates
Mosby ambush at Ewell’s Chapel

By TARA SLATE DONALDSON
tdonaldson@timespapers.com
Confederate Col. John Singleton Mosby
was a thorn in the side of the Union

Army. The “Gray Ghost” and his band of par-
tisan raiders rode through Prince William,
Fauquier and the surrounding areas, wreak-
ing havoc along the Union supply lines.

_ But in 1863, rumor of Moagfs next move
filtered up to Union r:.onclrmn.u;}e;r:l,l whodtook
the opportunity to lay a trap for the raiders.

According to lucgﬁlmﬂan Jim Burgess, of
the National Park Service, Mosby had stopped
in at Ewell's Chapel outside Haymarket.
There, he was overheard telling a resident that
he'd be back in the morning. The eavesdropper

the information to Union Gen. George
G. Meade, who ordered a trap set.

Early the next morning, June 22, 1863,
Mosby did return with 25 of his raiders.
Riding from the Bull Run Mountains and
passing through the Ewell farm, Mosby saw
the 17th Pennsylvania Calvary near the
chapel and ordered his men to attack.

geut the Pennsylvanians were just the bait.

The 14th U.S, Infantry was hiding nearby and
as Mosby attacked, they sprung the trap.

According to Burgess, wet weather was
Rjartiaﬂy responsible for Mosby’s escape.

any of the Union muskets, damp from the
night before, didn't fire. Three of Mosby's
Raiders were wounded but all escaped with
their lives and the ambush ended as quickly
as it had begun.

“The action of Ewell's Chapel didn’t real-
ly take any longer than it probably takes to
read the sign,” Burgess said.

The only fatality was Sgt. Martin Aumiller
of the 17th Pennsylvania Calvary. He'd been
stationed in a tree as a lookout and Mosby
reportedly shot him down as he approached.
Aumiller is buried near the chapel.

The chapel itself was built for members
of the Methodist Episcopal Church around
1847 on land donated by Dr. Jessee Ewell.
The church was used until the turn of the
century and stood until the 1980s. It was
called Rescol when it was first built and
Ewell’s Chapel during the Civil War. It later
became known as Grace Episcopal Chapel.
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War, According to local histo-
rian Mark Trbovich, of the

the
remained in Greenwich off

ceremony was held
Civil War
_soldiers
ond commemorated

Greenwich, there were actu-
ally two Civil War signs
erected last Friday. The sic»
the
ambush at Ewell’s Chapel,

Hoping to avoid a quarrel
with the British, the Union
troops  relented.  Thus
Greenwich Presbyterian was
the only church in the county

and on during the war.
Union troops were sta-

tioned in Greenwich in 1862

before moving towards

Bristoe Station and Manassas
H b oatoh Stoanasrall

just off U.S. 15 above
Haymarket.
During that skirmish in

1863, Union tr‘?ops aﬁtf_mpt-
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SIGNS OF THE TIMES: Long-time Greenwich
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residents Ada and David McGlothlin check out the

new historical marker for Greenwich and a replica of the marker that has been placed at Ewell's

Chapalin Hayrnarke‘l.

been laying in wait for
Mosby all night through
weather,

damp weather. By the time
Mos nd his band rode in
th ¢t morning, many of

€ Next Inc
the Union rifles were too wet
re. ambush failed
and Mosby’s Raiders escaped

Thus the Federals missed

out on their “prettiest chance
A h e AE Ll

Preservation Division opted
to commemorate both Civil
War events with a single rib-
bon-cutting in Greenwich.

Neither the ambush at
Ewell’s Chapel nor the troo
movements in Greenwic
were major turning points in
the war and neither are
widely remembered as sig-
nificant events.
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both to the locals who wit-
nessed them and to the over-
all war effort, said
Gainesville District
Supervisor John Stirrup.
“While these might not be
the most significant events
in the history of the Civil
War, these are like pieces of
a picture puzzle that all fit
together to l::ecome our Civil
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