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The stone walls of Kinsl Mnll‘
are two feet thi
together window frames, ruof

rafters and window sills. Log
beams of oak, hewn by hand, sup-
port its first floor.

That sturdy mmplielty evokes a
. time when such buildings, built to
last, werethehubofnearlyevery
community within the

Grist mills have been wn in
Virginia since about 1740, when
farmers began to grow wheat,
turning away from tobacco cultiva-

Prtnce William and its neighbor-
ing cmg]es comprised {he Com-
monw 's prime wheat-growing
area. In 1810, during the boom
years Northern ced

70 percent of the state’s flour and
hosted 78 percent of its nulls. Con-

g a‘:n.m

ons hauled barrels of
i flour from Fairfax,
lgi’l:nee William and Fauquier coun-
ties and the Shenandoah Valley to
A]exandﬁasmps where it was exported
on
They carried
and flour to Portugal, Spain, En-
gland and the West Indies.
_Turnpikes later su ted the
river trade. Buckland, eommu-
nity of which Kinsley Mill was an
tesral part, p red after the
hetween arrenton and
f;sigfax Courthouse was built in
In the early decades of the Amer-

ican republlc some'?s to 100 mills
operated Prince Wil-

B2 ol 6B ot
Today?nlgun-mﬂlhul

that era are known to here:
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This photograph from the 1960s shows Kinsley Mill, at left, and the adjacent stone granary building.

Buildings like Klnsley were community’s hub

Kinsley Mill's , Beverly
Mill in ap, Buck-
land Miil and the mill house in Oc-
[ that's now a town museum.

he Kinsley granary, little
known except to Buckland resi-
dents and some fishermen, lies
within earshot of U.S. 29, less than
a mile from the Fauquier County
line. The stream on which it was
built, Broad Run, once had 15 mills
along its banks, more than any oth-
:’rﬂ stream in the county, Conner

tes.

Kinsley Mill, taken apart in the
mid-1960s as Manassas built its
reservoir, replaced an earlier one
built about 1794 by John and
Charles Love. The Loves’ land was
even sold to Daniel Dela-

descendants contin-
ued operatmg the mill until the
1920s, says Dr. Richard Debutts, a
member of the Delaplane family.

“It was quite an operation for
those days; they shi flour all
over the country,” tts recalls,
manyofwboseamestorsarehn-

The granary, wbi&predatesﬁm
mill, was connected to the latter by

second-s alkway.

‘“The little care of
gramonltaﬁrstﬂoor,andofﬂle
miller's family on its second,”
states Prince William: The
of Its People and Its Places. ‘‘“The
mill did such a brisk business be-
fore the War Between the States
that a story is told of 600 barrels of
flour being dumped in Broad Run

the Second Battle of Manas-
m.'l

It also survived the Civil War,
during which Union and Confeder-
ate troops destroyed many mills to

—See BUILDING, Page E8






