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Decs, 12, 1972

lr, Edward A, Chappell

Lssistant Archeologist

Virginia fistoric Lendmarks Conm,
Ninth St. State Office Bldg.
Richmond, Va,

Dear lir, Chappell:

It was very good to hear from you, and to know of your
interest in Leesylvania, For over two yesrs, I have been in,
communication with Mr, R. O, Bridges, Chairman of the Prince
William County Historical Commission (Box 439, llanassas 22110)
and lir, Rey M, Vaden, Director of the County's Park and Recreat-
ion Authority (Co, Adm, Bldg., lenassas)., They have been to my
home to see my extensive file on IL.eesylvania, and I have furnish-
ed them with a marked copy of the U.<, Geclogiczal Survey map,

The xerox of a portion of that map, which you enclosed,
is very erroneously marked, in rega=d to the historiczl sites.
I am returning it herewith; the correct sites narked thereon.
The site which you show as the Fairfax home, where the power
line crosses, is not historic=1, There wa=z a barn there, with
perhaps some smaller farm buildings, but of 2 later period
possibly. There may have been slave cuarters nearoy.

The +~eeslyvania home, built by Eenry Iee II zbout 1753,
at the time of his marriage to Imecy Grymes when they canme to
reside there, stood on the crest of a high ridge from which
there must have been a fine view of the river btefore the pres-
ent forest grew up. I+ was very probably sinilar in architect-
ure to Ripnon Lodge; typical of the Virginiz colonial farm
residence, It burned circa 1790, I have found the depression
of the cellar site, and an old iron lock of the proper vintage,
Tearly is a rose bush on the south side., In the winter before
the weelds and folliage obscure them, one can find to the north-
west slope from the house, Spanish bayonette and the old-fashioned
double daffodils of imey's garden, They lead downhill to another
slizht ridge about 200 yerds north-northwest to the Iee cemetery,
In the 1850's, the Fairfax turizls were there zlthough the Lee
stones had been stolen for construction of steps in a house,
since demolished, at Cherry Hill across U, 8] * 1, ’hout three
vears ago, &n old gentleman who claims lkinship to the Fairfax
family hzd the stones removed to Union Cemetery in T.eesburg.
*bout 1959 I took the photograph of the stones, "'hich you will
gee in AZLINGTON ;ERRITAGE,



Qur “ociety is very anxious to mark the burizl ground,
in 2 similar fashion to that of our emigrant ancestor near
Kitmarnock; see picture on page 39. The constant litization
and confusion 2s to the Buture of the Teesylvania estzate has
prevented us beinz sble to do so,

“That you marked as the Leesylvania site, there is nothing,
I believe that you intended it for the site wrhere foundations
and a chimney remain, hut they are on the down-hill, east side
of a dirt road which shows on my map, but not on yours (maybe
a2 later edition?), so I have marked the road and the site, Just
to the south of the house site is a foundation of a bank-barn,
The Fgirfax House burned in 1920, and I have :a photograph of
the foundations taken Jjust after the fire by Cazenove G. Lee.

To go back up the hilly 2 road which was cut through the
ridge about 18 years ago has destroyed foundations of what
was probably the Leesylvania detached kitchen with brick chimney.
I have taken a few iron artifacts and bricks from the site, exposed

by the cut,

Our hope is that the whole area east of the railroszd will become
a historic and recreational park for Frince William County. Be-
cause of the nebulous state of politics in that county, nothing
of a definite nature yet. ™e County can't afford to buy the
land, but the hope is that it will follow Loudoun County in
joining the Northern Virginia Regional Tark 4 uthority, in which
case the latter may be able to finance the deal; but 1t naturally
can't unless Pr. im. Co. joins., It is fortunate that all the
historical sites are in that one area, As rou know, biz realtors
(éafritz?) are interested in developinz the proverty, which would
ruin it; buiythe vresent owners of the entire tract nay be more
willing to split the acreage if they get a good vrice for the
property west of the railroad, and then place the beautiful
wooded hilly portion within trhe financing as abvove described.

As you know, the winter is the time for you to check these
sites, which are heavily wooded and a2lmost impossible to find
vhen the leaves come out, I would be glad to meet you there
sometime if you wish, ¥eep your fingers crossed that they will
be saved! Or course the ILee descendant (I'nm o;e) technically
and legally own the cemetery site; but we don t want it squashed
between condinminium apartments! Nor the hore sites lost!

'iost sincerely,
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