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An important objective of the Society of the Lees of
rginia, which has never been fulfilled, is the preservation
G appropriate marking of LEESILVANIA, w ith its virgin forests
nd historical sites. Correspondence in our archives goes back
o 1921, the year that this Society wss formed. Inaccessabil-
ity, and a succession of ownerships have been major proolcmsa
For a resume of the history of LEESYLVANIA, please refer to the
booklet, VIRGINIA HOCHES OF THE LEES
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The four important sites are:- The Lee-Fairfax burial ground
near the old railrcad cut, the rlage—uou site of the lLee bomc, the
foundations and chimney of the Eaeraf nome which burned c. 1€ ¢5,(;

¢ou1;at;o“s of a bank-barn nearby), and the Confederate carthworks
at "Freestone Point'where ieabsco Cr c“ enters the Yotomac.

Lecording to h”;alnl” law, the burial ground legally b0¢o:;v

to the direct descendants of those buried therein, and access ther

.v0. The first burial (excent for possiblj servznus) was of Lt-C o+¢
&

“e'“j Lee II who died T?o/- ané his wife died five years later.
rne estate was sold in L829 to Henry Zairfax. He and his wife vere

1so buried in the Lee-estahlished burial grourd

{‘.)i

December, ir. Don Curtis allerted me to the interest of
nece William ZBicentennial Commission and the Historical
in LEESYLVANTIA, Yithin the paest few years, I have had
pondence with officials of variocus groups, eﬁch involved

"ferent Tacets of the problen, therefore suggested that
resencative of each zroup meet my home for an informal
~table discussion ,'un:ch would

gll,a clearer unéer-—
g of the r“co7emu, end vwhat we lie ctlvely could work
mutual "Oc..lo i
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“'fa*r sane COMPIOI
for th.o Om’lu
acrugae, from the
wilderness areca.
ch would be valued
h Funds are not avu¢¢a
the prcce“vatlon ?r“u
c*n—“auuiiq Steamsnip Cor pany, are not
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ioczl legal representative is CCQva 3. Hartzog, d-e, ITorier
Jircctor of the National Park Service. He is therefore keenly
ihterested in bota wilderness preservaiion, and hisvory.

The informal meeting took place in oy hone on tThe morning
of December 27%th, 1S74. Present were Kro Hartzog, Arnistecad Lee
{(President of the Lee Society), Bess Suncécuist, znaalsuﬁﬂt to the
Director of the Nortihern Virginia Regionel Park Autho+1uy3, and
.the representatives of the two Prince William nuy groups, lon
Curtis, Jessie Curtis, Sue Coe, and Frs. Tommie Burton.

The following facts had to be reckoned with:=—

. - - - — s A~ - ™ PR -
1, t is ur¢“ﬁclm that the ﬂuru”urﬁ Yixginle Regional
4=~ e 4

ARthority weould b2 in a posivior to Tidie any rositive &
resardine the acyuisivion of this poreicular pzoperty it ce
Jillicus County. 1Its present apnrovod lorp—rarge program 1 ;
iUs priorities and commibments to i3:. penber Juiisdicticts,
Zrince Willizy Coumnby is pok 2 menbed.

-~

2. The Society of the Lees of Virgirnia operates with a very
Timited budget; the incore from membership dues barely cover—
ing operating expenses. Funds from its n“owect account (Ln;e;—
est on its Trust Lccount from Life lemberships) were limited

¢o expenses related to the Lee-ifairfax Du“lal groundt.

AN
]

The value oI the entire tract had advanced beyond the budgetls
Prince William County, the Commonwealth or any organization

1
o

CL

to Du“chase the area from the present owner Sg W20, 1ikewice
would be unable to afford to give the property ifor park, pur-~
posea.

4, Action of some kind should be undertaken immediately, as
Leesylvanie is of prime importance as & Bicentennial prO"uc‘o
A letter of Vecember 20th to me f om cunius Pishburne, Jx..,
:LCuu ive Direc cor of the VIRGINIA IIISTCRIC LANDMARKS * GO UB‘C:,
sads, in papt:-"As the olrunplaue of Eenry Lee III, Charles I.ee,
nard Bland = Cu, and Edmund Jdennings Lee, all promlnen“ V;r;ln
and all ncted pudblic servants, This tract of land assuues
51Dhificauue ané cervainly reguires more than ordinary
ente I feel its preserva**on as scenic open land would bde
sllent Bicentennial project, and I unhesitatingly give ny
iearted endorsement to this e is snec1al“v gﬂuu;f:-
¥y long last to see emerge a espect for not just cae .
scenic beauty of our land,.but its orical associationSeces
Jdo let me know The outcome of your ing and we will work
Irom there. with all good wishes Ifor success, I am..."
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CONSTRUCYIVE COFPRCLISE SUGGESTIONS

Hr. Hartzog told us that his ccrporation had changed its
original plan ol selling ons- cere lots Tc homeduilders, ©o tvhe
cevelopment of "cluster-grounz''such as arg av 1e“ﬂyvooa vith

Tvae preservation of forﬁﬁ a

reas detwecn Tthe groups of homes.
The Lee Sociely will reouest The corporation To reallirn
tZe ownership of the cenetery area (sz provided oy V-ﬂoﬁnia
Sratuse, that such, with access thercelo, remalin in the poss-
cssion of the Cirect Cescendants of those dburied therein).



. —_—
oy giving to the Lee Society (the membershiy includes said
Zescendants) a deed to & specified footage. “he exact foolage
snall pe deternined in tze hesr future follcﬁlno an on-snov
re-gxamination of ihe ce*eta“J, whersas the lee tonbstones
discpneared long ago, and Sae Fairfax stones were iilegal.y
removed a few years ago and teken To the Leesburg Cemete“x,
it is understood that the reirfax burials were in The gre"‘uduly
established LeeFairfax burizsl grournt, at The foot of the garden.
The tovography of the narrow ridge ccalires une buriglis within
a2 given area, This would include Ziling & surveyor's plat.

t was recommended That & brick wall be erected, sicilar
to that vhich encloses tne cbheueﬂj near Kilmarnock &t Cobbs
flall Plagntation, wherein is duried the eh_b:anu ancester
Richuh“ Iiee, who came to Virginia In 1638 and died 1654 Qhe

representatives of the Pr. Wm. Coc. 3icentennial Commission
vo+¢1ueered to have tTheir Comm ssion construct this wall &s

thelr project.

T~

for the menorial tablet, the text oi whick has been
approved by the Society.

The Society of the Lees of Virginia will erect the
ore

L]

The Soc1ety shall request The establishﬂent of adequate
acecess to the cemetery. ilso, the protection of the house-site,
in view of its historiczl velue. iz regaré To L“e T irfiex ruins,
it was suggested that, if it was decmed necessary £0 Temove thc
chinney as & hazzard, thet She bricks be used irn the comnsvruction
of the cemetery wall. However, irs. Sundcuist u“ged that The
Lierican~nawailin Steamszip Comnany stabilize the chimney oelore

.

furcner deterioration, as a historic and very victurescue and
interesting monument, enld the foundations of The house &axgd
et

acjacent bgna barn also be stabilized and protected. In This
"°~“"11y agree. in Lrllngtc“ County, t-e ruins of ABIXCGLON

D

!
...

oal b

above liational Airport Lcve been zreserved by the Assoc. Yor
the ’reserv., of Va0 nﬁtiquitiesg anc are very s_n1lu_. 'T'Se
Sundquist also noted that the Corp “““Llcﬁ will receive cervain
denelivs from tae ceu:;:3=aide ¢ These &rcas, in ddditviocn vo
enhancing the beauty and interest of unCiT noldéings.

The Pr. Wm. representetives assured us of the coocrveration
of tre County in regeri to the surveys necessary to carry ous
The above sug;cuulonpo “he Confcierave earvhworks at Tthe point
snould ve incliuded. Trhe Iece Socilety is deeply grateful to all.

L urge that those wio were =recent av our informal mectiunl,
bring to my attcntloﬂ, _any errors, with corrections, ané &idit-
ions, vO this reporv. I fecl extrenely cuncoureged That av long~
ia80, @ cooperhtxve grcup will scccomplisn the prover presexvav—
ion oi this important sy=bol o2 cur Virgirie aghd american Zerit-
egel '

Zespectiul_y suonitted,
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