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New milestone for Leesyivania

By MOLLIE RORRER =
of the Potomac News .x\u,m, \W E

Don Curtis, a local historian, has spent
more than 10 years of his life on a dream, a
dream that will come true Saturday.

His endeavor began in Decem 1974, |

with “what I thought was a rather small
effort [at the time,]’’ Mr. Curtis, a member
of the Prince William Historical Society,
said earlier this week. That was when he
approached the state Lee Society about lo-
cating and enclosing the old Lee cemetery at
Leesylvania Plantation, historic home of the
Fairfax and Lee families, and the birthplace
of “‘Light Horse” Harry Lee.

That small effort escalated into a major
project, the fruits of which are being ded-
icated by state officials as Leesylvania State
Park at 3 p.m. Saturday. The park is still
under construction, which will proceed in
several phases before completion, but the
wou_hwsma product should be something to be-

Leesylvania will eventually have conces-
sions along the beachfront (yes, the park will
have a beach), according to Warren Wahl,
the park’s superintendent. The land will also
have a pool complex, an observation pier,
nature trails, a visitor center, several over-
looks and extensive historic interpretation of
the property as it used to be. There will be
playgrounds, picnic facilities and shelters.

When phase one is completed, the park will

~ be equipped with sailboat and motorboat

launch ramps, restroom facilities, access
roads and parking areas. And lots of trees
and water. The park land lies on Freestone
Point between Neabsco and Powell's creeks,
the Occoquan Bay and the Potomac River.

By Saturday, the park will have a new
superintendent, as Mr. Wahl is moving to
another park.

Mr. Wahl said that Saturday’s ceremony
will not open the park to the public. It is a
dedication, he said. The park itself will open
after phase one is finished, planned for late
1986

“I always had an interest in getting Lee-
sylvania Plantation the reeognition it de-
served,” Mr. Curtis said. The land’s
importance dates at least to 1608, when Cap-
tain John Smith passed the point as he sailed
up the Potomac River. Capt. Smith’s pro-
gress was slow, just as Mr. ._%annﬁm
on reclaiming the land as a park been
slow. Slow, but interesting.

After approaching the Lee Society in 1974,
Mr. Curtis met a legal counsel for billionaire
Daniel K. Ludwig of the American-Hawaiian
Steamship Company, and the two chatted
about locating and enclosing the entire Lee-

sylvania tract.
—See PARK, Page B7
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