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By Paul Hodge
Waahinsgton Post Stall Writer
The new Leesylvania State Park
g the Potomac River near Wood-
ge, which indudea plans for the
puhlll: swimming beaches on the
Potomae in more than three
could begin the first phase
of its development next year, accord.
Jing to State Del. Floyd C. Bagley.
1 B:gley (D-Prince William) said
t week he hopes the first $2.5 mil-

II

development, including

m utilities, beach develop-

ewﬂmnnextyenr two years be-
. dates  announced

505-acr!]mk cnnpenmsula
Lknown locally as Freestone Point
| near Rte. 1 and -95 south of Mason
Neck peninsula, is the second major

d.nleparkmbemledmNnnhm
Virginia in the past 15 years. It is
scheduled to a $6.7 million
lhvehpment between 1986 and

'I'hemaelerplan!ordow.lopmn
nfi..eeaylvam,tehmed by state of-
ficials last month, pictures “swim-
mmdbat!mu‘msandyheachm
Ih{ park’s 3.5 miles of shore-
line tnlsopmpomailﬂmdhon

although 'it is not
Mmmhehm]tunulmend
of the parlts;li-malghbvyeude

Plans alsn include sailboat and
motorboat marinas, an athletic com-
plex to be built by Prince William
County, and preservation of historic
Ie_e and Fairfax family plantation

| ficially closed, the naturally sandy
beaches are used regularly for pic-
nicking and swimming by boaters
and the owners of four-wheel drive
vehicles who follow abandoned roads
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ent and some marina facilities, £
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Thomas Schwarberg, in a telephone
interview called the Potomac around
Woodbridge one of the more pol-
luted sections of the river in North-
ern Virginia and questioned state
plans to allow swimming there.

“l certainly wouldn't want my
chiédren to swim there,” Schwarberg
said.

Despite dramatic improvements
in the quality of Potomac River
water in the past decade, the District

onto the peninsula, said Ranger
Kathy Schutte, park manager.
Last week, tharegmna] director of
the Virginia Water Control Board,

still prohibits water-contact sports in
its portion of the river, between
Chain'Bridge and Woodrow Wilson
Bridge, but Maryland and Virginia
have no similar prohibitions.

A graveyard for the Lee and Fairfax families is on the park peninsula.

But even if splsshmg in the Po

ever to develop it," said Cnms.
whose family has lived nearby since
1701, *“The people of Northern Vir-
ginia are lusting for just this kind of
recreation’ and waiting until the
1990s is ridiculous.”

Robert E. Lee's [father, nghl.
Horse Harry Lee, was born on his
family's 3,000-acre. Leesylvania to-
bacco plantation, established on the
peninsula in the mid-1660s, and the
ruins of their home, a 19th century
Fairfax family mansion and a grave-
yard for both families, still stand in

il the jungle of Lrees and vines that
| now almost covers the peninsula.

A gambling casino and resorl were
built on the poipt after World War
11, with boats full of slot machines
moored to the end of a long pier—in_
Maryland waters where gambling
was' legal, Curtis said, The casino,
swimming pools and hoardwalks

tomac is
health and prohibited when beesyl-
vania opens, the new state park still
is expected to become a major at-
traction for Northern Virginia res-
idents as a boating and scenic hiking
center, Bagley said,

The slow development of the park

_was criticized last week by Donald

Curtis, the unofficial historian of
Leesylvania State Park, who, with a
Lee family descendant, Eleanor Lee
Templeman, worked for almost a

decade to help create the park.
J get the park,,

“It took forever to
and now it looks like it mll tal:s fior-

were abandoned in the late 1950s,

Curtis and Templeman persuaded
the property’s owner, Daniel K. Lud-,
wig, to donate to the state half the
value of the land, then appraised at
$4 million. Virginia secured a $2 mil-
lion matching grant from federal
Land and Water Conservation
Funds to buy the park in 1978.

One constriction on the park is
the heavily used railroad tracks that
carry major Amtrak and freight traf-
fic and bisect the property. It will be
fenced off Access to the river seu:d
tions/of the park is under a railroa
trestle.
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By Madilee C. Wnek
Bpeeial to The Washington Pos!
Prince William County wil
lish an express bus service
ployment centers in Northe
ginia and the District late 1
providing another option fo
residents who commute by c
“We're looking for cost-
ways to help residents get
from work," County Transp
Planner Craig T. Lemer said
Using a $1.4 million gra
the Virginia Department o
ways and Transportation, the
will buy about 20 renovate
and lease them to private o
The county, in one of a ha
suéh public-private sector
ments in the nation, will ret
to the buses and will monit
use and maintenance, Leiner

Board of County Sup
chairwoman Kathleen K.
has called transportation :
problem for the county that
solved within this decade.

The State Aid for Expel
Mass Transportation progre
provided this grant also enal
county in 1980 to establish
sharing program, which nov
full-time director, County T
tation Planner R.aymum.t B.
said.

“On a per capita basis,
said, “it's the largest in the
having matched abut 3,400 ¢
over the three years with a
or van pool. And currently
mated 7,650 commuters ride

Nine hundred Prince
commuters daily use T
Greyhound and Colonial
Palfrey added.

Other transportation opi
Prince William commuters a
consideration by the Met
Washington Council of
ments. A Virginia highway
ment commuter rail study,
ing the feasibility of servic
isting railroad lines, is expec
completed next spring.

The county’s timetable £
ning the express bus service
several steps. The first—to
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