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ding of Home
"here He Was
orn../ at Freestone
oint, -Brings Up
1bject of Famous
‘an's Career — A

setion of Old Do-
inion Which Pro-
_,1ced Many Great
‘en in Early His-
'ry of Nation.

vou should stand on a wooded
I on Freestone point,
1 ‘ght Horee Harry Lee was born,
ertain reflections would come to
: they came to the Rambler, On
top the old trees, which per-
that gallant woldier knew when
# i boy, have been felled, and
ta of saplings grow around the
*and from the roots of the co-
trees. Younger onks, hickories
ines have lifted thelr tops and
! thelr branches above the earth
vas shaded by the older trees.
of many kinds are growing

Ioneysuckle, jetted over with
r4 of shining bluclk shot-size
. has woven a net that though
reen showsa In plices that frost
whing it with  elaret colors.
ling agninst the andvance of the
Aekle  is perlwinkle, whose
tioalgo myrtle, and Lhis has also
ilaelf over the ground, and in
ring this vine puts on pale blue
. just as it did when it glad-

the garden of the Lees. 1L is,
Rambler said in a previous

i lone and somhber spot,

the Potomae, fourtcen miles

wxt, §8 Mount Vernon, and a line
¢ from the site of the home of
lLee and Luey Girymes—the fa-
nd mother of Light Horse Harry
lount Vernon passes through or
i i few yards of the home of
Mason, which is enlled (Gun-
11all, and now maintained in
1] =tate by Mr. and Mrs. Louis
(iunston Ilall is seven and a
ifles above the forsaken sile of
! Liee home and about five miles
the river from the home of
nton.
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THE ENTRANCE

T0 LEESYLVANIA,

HE RAMBLER WRITES OF EARLY LIFE
‘OF VIRGINIA’S LIGHTHORSE" HARRY LE}

ROAT GUARDED BY THIS (A7 IS ABANDONED

onies and of considerable influence in
modifying the draft of the United
Stiates Constitution, that it might
stand a chance of ratification by the
requisite number of sovereign states!
Though he did not mold it to his own
liking, refused to sign the document
at Philadelphin and argued at Rich-
mond against its ratification b)‘_\"{t'v
rinin, yet without the states' rights
arguments of Mason and men of hix
bent at Philadelphin the ardent and
extreme federplists would have per-
haps submitted to the stites c:n:u:lt-
tution they would not ratify. 7Then,
there was Light Horse Harry Lee, who
was born and Tfor some time lived
within @ trifling distance in miles of
the homes of the great men named:
He was an eflicient revolutionary sol-
dier whom Cen,. Washington f_ui' mond
and sentimental reasons praised, to
whom he gave a number of prefer-
ments and whose Influence in the Vir-
minin constitutional convention was
important in securing ratification of
the Constitution hy that state.

In thal convention Lee and Mason
were on opposite sides of the grave
question, and the convention was so
nearly balaneed between ratification
or rejection that in an assembly of
168 delegates ratification was ’\.'ot-.-rl
by a mujority of only ten. lee's in-
fluence weighed a good deal and bul

for it it ie guite possihle that |I_|-' !-!id("

{ation,” but that was merely a rallying
ery and that rallying cry has come
down through the gencrations with
such persistency that Americans have
come to think it wnas taxation that
mide our ancestors rebellious. =

It was the arrogiance and stupldity
of the WEnglish government under
George ITI in refusing to recognize
the political equality of nelish sub-
Jeets in Mngland and English sub-
Jeets tn the eolonies thal intlamed the
mger of 1o many of our radienl an-
cestors,  Taxalion may have been at
the root of Lthe evil, but we lodged o
Ereat many other complainls against
the Bnglish erown. The trouble had
heen hrowing for a hundred years in
the disputes between royal govern-
orsg and the papular assemblies of Lhe
ecolonies, Ilere follows o brief state-
ment of grievances as set forth by
an assoelation of “his majesty's most
loyal subjects, the delegales of (he
soveral colonies of New Hampshire,
AMassachu=etts Ray, Rhode Islanad,
Connecticul, New York, Noew Jersey,
Pennsylvania, the three lower coun-
ties of Newcastle, Kent and Sussex
on  Delaware, Maryland, Virginia,
North Carolina and South Carolina,
deputed to represent them in a Conti-
nental Congress held in the eity of
Philudelphin on the fifth day of Sep-
tember, 1774:"

would call today a natlonal boye
against British goods,
ok

It was a bitter boycott. It wns a’
the first act of the colonles which cit
to be the United States for regulat!
the price at which gootls should be su
It also urged frugnlily and eccnomy
private life. As the Rambler thinks
these two fealures of the famous Iy
cott agreement of the colonies, 1l
seem to him so little known by Amu
cans today as to be worth reproduc
even il such reproduction delay |
story of Henry Liee of I'reestone Po.
Here they follow:

We will,, In onr seversl sintions, enecour
frugality, economy and industry and pron
ngelenllure, nrts and the manufactures 8 1

¢y especiully that of wopl: aond will
mee  nml disconrage every specie
ngance and dissipation, especlally e
i all Kinds of moning, cock-fight!
ms of shows, plays and othier expen

iversions  and  entertulnments; and oo
death of any relative or friend none of u
nny of onr families will go into further me
ing dress than a black crape or ribbon on
arm or hat for gentlemen and a black rib
and neekluee for Indios, and wo will dis
tinun  the giving of gloves aud scarves
funerals,

Such ns are venders of gonds or merchan.
will not  take advantoge of the senreily
Fondds, that may be oceasloned by this nss
fhon, bl wil seolt at the samie rales we
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‘s o boy, have been felled, anid
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and from the roots of the co-
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r4 of shining black shot-size
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reen shows in plices that frost
r_hilll:t it with elaret colors,
ling against the ndvance of the
uukh- is  periwinkle, whose
s50 myrtle, and this has also
rwo]f over the ground, and in
ing this vine puts on pale blue
just as it did when it glad-
the garden of the Lees. It is,
Rambler said in o previous
i lone and somber spot.
Potomiue, fourtecen miles
t, Is Mount Vernon, and a line
from the site of the home of
fwe and Lucy Grymes—the fa-
il mother of Light Horse Harry
lount Vernon passes through or

the

a few yards of the home of
Mason, which is called Gun-
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td state by Mr. and Mrs. Louls
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#= horn, you may look southeast
the Potomae river and the
of Mattawoman ecreek to the

tnd mist-blue highland between

reck and Chickamuxen creek,
't highland, four miles from
¥ou stand in the wood of Iy
voint, Is the home of (len. Wil-
Smallwood of the Continental
A man to whose gallantry aned
rviee Geore Washington, Con-
nel your ancestors in the new-
epublic paid just remari. By a
ce_against the Maryland shkv-
e Rambler picked out what he
t he ecoulil identify as the an-
mallweoad furm, and he won-
tf the old house in which ial-
inllwood lived is still standinge
was nearly fallen down when
mbler visited it three or four
150,
reflections that eame (o .the
or about George W ashington.
Mason, Light Horse Harry Lee
. William  Smallwond! He
“What na neighborhnod of
‘1 and revolutionary notables
" Washingtan, the

st

a woodeidl

ng where Light Horse ilnrr_\;\

snldler!
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onies and of conslderable Influence in

modifying the draft of the United
Stites Constitution, that it might
stand a chance of ratitication by the

requisite number of sovereign states!
Though he did not mold it to his own
liking, refused to sign the document
at Philadelphin and argued at Rich-
mond agalnst its ratification by Vire-
ginia, yet without the states' rights
arguments of Mason and men of his
bent at Philadelphia the ardent and
extreme federalists would have per-
haps submitted 1o the states o consti-
tution they would not ratify. Then,
there wag Light lorse Harry Lee, who
was born and some time lived
within a trifling nee in miles of
the homes of the at men named!
FHie was an eflicient revolutionary
dier whom Gen, Washington for
and sentimentil reasons praiscd,
whom he ve a number of
ments ine hose influence
zinin constitutional convention
important in securing ratification
the Constitution by that state,

In that convention Lee and Mason
were on opposite sides of the grave
nuestion, and the convention was so
nearly balaneed between ratification
or rejoction that in an assembly of
168 delegates ratification was _\'l.ntv:l
hy a maujority of only ten. lee’s in-
fluence \\'nsr‘llrnl a good (I.-11 and I_n:l
for it it is quite possible thal the side

to
prefoer-
in the Vir-

Wi
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opposed to  ratification, Including i
number of eminent and palriotie r_m'n.
would have nrevaliled. ‘\l|.u1 af this
speculation. But, as the n!lu sl
in the lonely spot of Freestor point
far from @ habitation, a:ernnrlml by
gaunt and leafless trees, with mighty |
vistas of the P'otemae before him, and
by a brush fire to keep him wuarm, he
eonnld noet help and odid not try Lo
 koep from indu ne in the luxury of
these speculations or reflections. Some
slories are all speculation, and i0mu
Lof them are rank speculation, with
emphasis on “rank.”
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The Tambler is under ohligation to
tell you the story of Lig Horse
Iarry Lee, and into this story must
enter parts of the stories of Lhe war |
of the revolution, the near-brealk- |
down nf the republic under the ar-|
ticles of confer tion, the attempt to
amend that ingtrument inte a work-
ing ngreement between the =tates, the
ineeption and procecdings of the con-

Philadelphia
1'||-‘

stitutional convention ¢
and the conventions linl for
rautiftention or rejection of that
(L Ay [

o el 1Ehe lansas

was mercly a rallying
ery and that rallying cry hns come
down through the gencrations with
guech persiziency that Americans have
comae to think it was taxation that
midde our ancestors rebellious.

It was the rogince and stupidity
of the Inglish government under
George 110D in refusing to recognize
Lthe political equality of English sub-

tation,” but that

Jeets in Kngland and IFnglish sub-
jects In the eolonies thet inflnmed the

ger of s0o many of our radieal an-
cestors. Taxalion may have been at
the root of the evil, but we lodged ¢
preat many other complainls against
Lthe JEny 1 arown.  The trouble had
heen bir ing for a hundred years in
the dispules between royvil govern-
ors and the popular assemblles of Lthe
eolonies.  Here follows w brief state-
ment of grievances as set forth by
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asoclation of “his majesty's most

loyal subjecls, the delegates of the
severidl colonjes of Now Hampshire,
2 sachuzelts Ray, Rhode Is and,
mmu-'l-ul New York, New Jersey,
Pennsylvan the three lower coun-
ties of Nowcastle, Kent and Sussex
on  Delaware, Maryland, Firginia,
North rolina  and '-mulh (_rlfl\hﬂit.

deputed to represent them in @ Conti-

;I?llll:dtllil';‘l:l']lll'lr:;;““]]‘:_Ihlllrt[}' t}h" (IlL OF | will not take advantage of the .-«_-nr«h,-.
tember, 17742 1 day of Hep- | poads, that may Ie oceasloned by (his nss
» § tion, but will =cll at the same rales we |
e =3 = e respectively acemstomed 1o do for tw
nn‘:.:l‘f}ll:"n :‘“;1!.1“I[I‘.:LI,I,I,.I:}“‘ ”'”’INF majesty, | months lnat past., Awd 0T nny vender of po
Soetx dn Great It mr 'NI'H\'-wr'- or III"I’"]I:!I\!”\t'.‘|1FI“ sell sueh gomls on Wi
with the ol "I'I:T;_'I'r'",l"'_[ terrne shnll in nny munner or by any e
approlienslons, ;rr” .,l:'l\“ whatever vielote or depurt from this apg
Tresses  with e hix mnjesty's Amerienn ment, ne person onght, nor will any of
subjeets  wre  oppressod: gl heving - taken deal with any *h person, or his or her fus
uttler one most sevfous delity ratlon, the state | °F " mut, nt any time thereafter, for any «
.I:Tmt.“]‘rpn“ I:ni.;l ' l[lllllltl nrr_ tine |JP,", ihe modity whatever,
; situntion  of  our affalrs 5 Py WA 5 hines w it
ol " i Rt (" | Well, wehile thee hings wore g
i . A w Meitish  miindstee - friviiv. apa @ o
shout fhe year L ntly ealentinted fop | 0 Lhe ne itborhomsd of Boston, He
;I!lr\rlt-lirllnnL‘:-n::.‘:::. volunies and with them, the | Leo in ]n'..1r:_r_|-- Prince Willlim, 1
In | I_”“.m of elileh syt f X and Stafiord countics wus aet
Aets of en BOGn ie iy with nearly all the other young u
Il,:lrl:.,," AL In Amer] Tov depriving the in_organizing  and drilling trn-*_-
nrlenn sabjeets in many ipstances of called the militia of Virg mm In 1%
']'E';'.’:“""_'l‘l'ril‘:i_ll ! by Jury he was appointed by Gov., Patri
!- al triad }'l'k\llllld I;Iur:llr:‘r”]l’ Henry captain of a iroop of caval
to laive Doy .,",,,.,.,,}['H i in Col. Theodurick Dland's regime
proseention of Gov., Patrviek Henry was o perso
ang hve ‘[ frinnd of young Henry Lee's fath
the. town Brston -l and had wvisited Cebrge Mason
i e O Eates e fav “r\|'f|-Iu||- Gunston Hall and had no doubt yi:
the western frontin ]‘I_F_I:"‘I“J:""i:" vyer oat the old Lee home which st
:,'r.f g oun arbiteary government ! | ‘|v-r1.‘-lr,r: “I:.,h” i i ooy ¥ ““,I' i
cotriging  the  settloment  of sulee | Hervick Dland was i near relative
L T T extemlod  eonn s thuw | Henrey Lee and young MHenry hadd
i o Inthenye of i hnelples wndt an- | brother nimed after him—Theoder!
10 with iI‘:-n‘l“illll\l' 'II” ”III“;I'I;-::IJE-“\H faoe an, MO HOO fiumily Influe:
L} colonies,  whoeney 1 ministry l Played its paxt iy the "Ml'll fina uis
w1 olnowe sy L et T Ldaes now,  1tul, thi rml lvr‘ hae o
o Thyr H

would call today a national boyce
against Dritlsh goods.
=% % %

It was a bitter boyeott, It was a’
the first act of the colonies which cic
to be the United States for regulati
the price at which goods should be su’
1t also urged frugality and eccnomy
private life. As the Rambler think:
these two features of the famous v
eott agreement of the colonles, tl
scem to him so little known by Amu
cans today as to be worth reproduc
even if sueh reproduction delay
sltory of Henry Lee of Freestone Mol

Here they follow:

We will,, In onr several siations, enrout
frugality, onomy and Industey and pron
ngrienlture, arts and the manufactures of o

especinlly that of wool; amd will

wd diseonrnge every specie:

gance and pation, especlally L

hru] all kinds of guining, cock-fighti

<\r|||-|H-ms of shows, plays and other expen
diversions and  entertalnments; and oo
deatly of any relutive or friend none of u
uny of onr families will go into further mos
ing dress than o Wlaek erape or ribbon on
f#rm or hat fur gentlemen and a Mack rib
and neeklace for Indies, and we will dis
tinue the ring of gloves and srarves
Thimeri
Such ng are venders of goods or merchan

a




i " hat you g L (et |'|-_ll| i the g s
SO cimbler, and thus o ade him Lo Jose ‘_i ATES
his job, and vo ' 1

such w erafts-

g manlike piees ko that o nan
who knows the constitutinnal history
") of the United States will not yawn

¥ singd Iy aside The Sunday Star saying, |
“Puhiaw! What oo rotlen job thls fel-

makes of 1"
Sn, as o beginning, e will outline
Lipght Horvse Harey Leeo 1t hag been
told that he was a s=on of Henry Jaeo
of Frecstione  point  amd his  wife,
Ly Girymes, who without much
doubt wax the "lowland beauty” with
whom f(icorge Washington, sixteen
veurs old, was infatuated, and which
infotuation through life a dear
memory to him, just as the infatua-
tinns of our ¥outh remain until the
end of things.sweet memorvies to us. |§
All that the lambler knows nbout
the chilithood and boyhood of Light
Hovae llarry is that he was born in
the wvanished house which slood on
this  hilltop in  the woods; that he |§
} toddied in the garden which is now
wild thicket, but in which a few of
d the old garden flowers are =till grow-
ng., and that he hunted th, woods 4
of Leesvivania, fished in the Poatomac |Hd
o8 it Freestone point and in the «=-eek
¥ Neabsco and in that ealled I'owe.)'s,
& A bare little biographic sketch which |8
the IRambler has Tound sayvs thot |§§
“after receiving the usunl rudimen-
tary education at home, Henry was
sent to Princeton College, where he
b craduated In 1773." Dr. William Ship
pen wrole to Richard Henry Lee,
1770, this letter: ;
“Your cousin Henry IL.ce is in col-
lege and will be one of the first rel-
lows in this country. Ie is more thar
g striet in chis morality, has fine gonfus;
g and diligent. Charles is in tho gram-
&l mar school, but Dr. Witherspoon ex-
pects much from his genius and ap-
plication." ;
When Henry returned from colleg
g he took over the management of Lhis,
£ cstate of 2,000 acres, between Neabsco !
and Powell's creeks and extending:
g from IFreestone polnt on the otomn
§ west to where the road from Col- [ b
§ chester  to Dumifries  crosses the [RFesEsy
“Neck,” One reason given by an old |08
chronicle why young Henry was man
g ning the property is Lhat his father
M Henry lee, “was absent from home

W tribes on behalf of the colony of Vir

inia.” That was in 1773, The next B2
ar young Ienry was Lo leave Vir
ginin for England to study law, bu [
the relations between the colonies aned [BNE
[ Great Hritain had become mmnou-l
and it secined that young Virginiang |
would soon have to take up the trade
f of the soldicr. Bdmund Jennings Lee
writing of young llenry, says tha
“his later carcer seems to have nrov-
en him well qualified for the profes-
slon of the law, and it is probable
that had he entered the political arenn E
e he would have made for himself »
8 reputation of no mean proportions as§
4 an orator and legislator.”
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While many of the older heads in
the colonies were talking of possible
I:‘cuonciliuliun with England on the
5 | ground that the mother country must §
g8 crant the people of the colonies the
rights of BEnglishmen, the younger
men were talking revolution, Thoey
| were talking of a “war of liberation." Bl
and people in England were talking 8
of a “revolt of disloyal subjects.” The
points of view were somowhat dif-
fernt, and it may be observed today K
that men of different environment and
cast of Lhought will look it the same
situation or set of facts from opposite P
points of view. There was a mighty
pother In Virginia and elsewhere Sy
tbout “no tuxation without represcn- §




