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n of ¥irginis sighed a Hll
“E, Televisicn, newspapers
zine Feported the ‘evenvy but

of semi-ceclusion, the world's
e flew from Tew York to Rich-
ass, to witness the transier
acre tract from the ownership his
to the

Commorwezlth of Virginia. I guote from the April 10th issue of

WIHE TAGKZINE: -
Teporver: "I tcar you dor't give interviews.," Sutieet: "I
gontts oy heve an pvhf**nnd.“ Zné ¢f in%erview, America's
lost krown tillionaire, the reclusive Deniel ¥, Iudwig, €0,
who scrapeé together 25 at the gpe of nine to buy & sunken
boat ené now operaves cne ol the wor 1 ‘e largest shipping
fleets, mede 2 rzre pukliec apreerance last week in Fichmond...
S#id Imdwig at the CETETIONY A0 thlr the people of Virginia
are entitled to one of the nicent possible parks irn the

United States...
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ired the contributions of the lLees to the
1 ©a our natior. It is reot to wncw
Cfnt‘\ involved wwt} the history of
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by fire about 179C.llow, all that remains marking the site are
traces of the foundation at the crest of the ridge over
the Fotomac, surrounded by garden shrubs and plants cone wild
for over two centuries. The graves of the grandparents of Rober
EZ. Lee rcst on a moss—-covered knoll at the end of the former
garden; the tombstones were stolen for house foundations over
a century ago.

Fronting on the Fotomac River sbout thirty nriles below
vashington, the tract is surrounded ty water on %
between Neabsco and FPowell Creecks, just up-river from Juantico
I'arine Pase and the historic old rort of Dumfries . 4 hundred-
foot cliff juts ever the river at Freestone Point, where the
earthworks of z Confederate Tattery are fairly well rreserved.
The rugged hills are covered with diversified forests which
include an excertionally fine grove of native Virginie holly.

The recreation potcnci?]s of ILETSYLVANTIA sre unlimited.
bation of two thousand acres was patented

The original plant
in 1G58 by Gervais Dodson, who shortly convered it to Councilor
Iienry Corbin of Fecatone Plantation in Westmoreland County. lie
willed it to his daughter, Lagetitia, in 1675, the yeer following
her marriage to Hichard Lee II, } ohabf the emigrent who arrived
in Virginie in 1556 and became Clerk of the Quarter Court,

attorney General of Virginia, Pigh Sheriff of York County,
Burgess, Cecretsry of Itate and member of the Council, The son,

Richard 1II, to complete hie education, waes sent te zn~land where

D

.
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e Traduated from Cxford. Wren not yet thirir, be became & mem-

ber of the Council. Ee was glso arpointed liavel Cfficer and Re-

ceiver of Customs of the Potomac. ihen lzetitia died in 1705,
t }

the distant plantation wes inkerited by her son, lenry lee I,
who was then fifteen. When about thirty-two, he married lary
Bland of Williamsburg, 2nd they also remained in Lestmoreland
County. It was not until after their son, Ienry Iee II inherited

the property in 1747 that g nmenber of the Tve farily resided

or: the LELSYLVARTL FILANPRTEOIT whiicr nad telcrced o the family
for four generations spanning nearly ninety zesrs. In 1753, young
Henry narried Lucy Gryres, the "lLewland ~ceccuty" who hal been
unsuccessfully courted by Georze “ashircton. They imrzdiately
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reproduced in the book, LEE CF VIRGIRIA, 1E95, rccently rerub-
lished by the Genealogical Publishing Ccmpanv of Ealtimore.

The second son of Ileesylvania was Charles Lee, borm in 1758.
Unfortunately, he has bteen confused by some, with his contemporary,
General Crarles Lee who was court-marghalled for defying Vash-

ington's orders at the Eattle of Fonmouth, which nezrly caused

American defeat. That man of identical neme wes 2 native of
England and in no way releted to the Virginie family. The

Charles Lee of Tecsylvania entered Frinceton at the age
twelve, receiving his E. ! t twenty,
and the next year s er Jared Ingersoll,

d
ypointed llaval Cfficer
Do

a sicrner of the Consti = ap;
of the South Fotomac (Collector of Customs), a sition which he

held for ten —ears, until it was abolisheé in 1722.0n the 2nd

0
of hucust, 1789, Fresiden on wrote to Eichard Lenry
o

11" eex be brought forweard as

=

Eeey "Er. Chg¥les lee W
: accurate forecast. I'e was 2lso uae 1ﬁrnon5 rersonal :?torney.
Charles Lee lezsed the Duval
Cameron “treet (now Frankie VWelch's exclusive shop), to which.
n

i
i i
Collecior of the Fort of Alexandria." That proved to be an
h
1

he brought his nineteen year olé tride, kinne, daughter of Rich-

ard Henry Lee of Rifratford, while construction of his own house
s

went forward at the northeast corner of VWashincton and Irincess
Streetse(The original house survives, but the Vashincton Street

ide iz hidden within a tlree-grd-z-half story Victorian shell.)

m

Fresident VWacshincton arpeintec Cherles Lee azs Attorney-
General in 17°©5,

Weshington was an unusually good Jjudge of men, and

Fresident idams later confirmed hlh choice, not only
by continuing lkr. lee as Ltt'y Gen'l throurh his ad-
ministration, but on the 18th Feb'y, 1801, gcent his
name as one of the 16 new Circuit Juvteu... *
en

The Senste confirmed those apdoin

Lder's last day of office, whick caused trhem to be known as the
0

"Iidright Judges". Incoming Fresident Jeflerson was furious, ==
he had anticipated meking his cown arpointments. It is s22d Tiac
Adame had offered Clizrlecs iee the eprointrent ses Chiel Justice
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twenty years old, through 1781; was a rmember of the Contir-
ental Congress 1786 ti.rough 178€; Governor of Vircinis 1771
throuch 1794;and a member of the United States Congress 12769
through 1801. The officiasls of hAlexgndria, because of their
high regard for him, his gifted pen, coupled with the fact
that he was George vashington's closest versonal friend, chose
him to draft their farewell to him when he left for l'ew York

in 1789 to essume the duvties of the Presidency. -°e's obituary

eci

tribute to ‘iashingbton in 1799 4s familisr to all, "First in
var, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his cou E
Because Farry Lee resided ror some vears &t Stratford

Hall, the birthplace of his son, Kobert Edwar
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people errconeously assumed that he was of the <tret
of the family. The confusion results from the fact that Le married
his second cousin, liatilda, the granddaughter of Thomas Iee, the
builder of Stratford. The young couple resided in her inherited
home, and following her death, Egrry married her friend, Ann
Hill Carter of Shirley Flantation. She came to Stratford as
a bride to capivlov her two step-children, and there to bear
her own/cfngﬁédlng Rovert. liatilda's son wgs heir to “tratvford,
and upon his coming of age. his father turned the esitste over
to him, and Took his second family to Llexegndria when roung
robert was but three and a hglf years old.

In 1812, larry Lee received in = ries Irom & hoodlur rob
(in his defense of THE FREEDQM OF THE rRESS) whi 3

I p

o his deeth five and & half years lster.

W

to restere his kealth, his physician sent hir te the milder
climate of the Vest Indies.(Rkecently a suedo-historian wrote
that he finally deserved his wife and children and moved to the
West Indies). “hen Lee realized that death was near, he tried
to return to his family, but died enroute to Virginia on the
25th of March, 1818, a2t the CGeorgies plantetion of his fcrmer

comrade-in-arms, General Greene, In recent yesrs, his renains

were broucht back tec Virginie to rest next to his wife axd
illustrous sen, Retert I, leg, anither e ‘emcxisl Chapel In
Lexington. The beauty znd robility of fhe cspirit.of larry lee
1ave been preserved for nosterity an vhe sericss of ipnsriring
letters whick he wrote Irop the asiesnags ©o his eldest son;
Certer, Th=y are
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moved to the plantation in Prince William County, where he served
as Presiding Justice, County Iieutenant (head of the County
militia), and as a member of the House of Eurgesses. E e glso
represented the county in the Virginia Revolutionary’€onventions
He died in 1787, followed Tive xears later by his wife. They
were buried at the far end of the garden where her daffodils
still bloom in the springstime.

As the birthvlace of men of prominence in both state and
national history, LEESYLVANIA ranks next to STRATFORD. Th
first son born there (1756) was Henry Lee III, better known
as Light-Forse Harry, father of the Confederate General., Ile
has been the victim of some careless historiens who did not take
the trouble to examine the facts regarding his financial problems
which led to two years in Debter's Prison at Eontross, Thex
hzve erroneously ané maliceously branded ons
spendthrift, which is very fer from the truth., This patriot had
never asked Tor any reimbursement from the govefnment for the
thousands of dollars of his patrimony which he spent in 1776
to equip his fTirst csvelry troops with erms, ammunition, uni-
forms, horses and provisions. They were the "lLight Dragoons",
equipped with light-weight srms for cuick mobility, versus the
cavalry units which hauled cennon sné Leavy equipment; hence his
nickname of "Light-Ilorse ligrry". is letters writter vhile im-
prisoned show no bitternescs. fie spent those two rears in writing
his MNEWOTRS OF TEE WAR IN THE SQUTHERN DEFARTHENT OF PHE URIPED

-

STATES, “is financial downfall wze due to his patriotic cecntrib-

(4

utions plus his =reat fzith in the fu ture cxpansion of our nation
which prozpted him to cver-invest in lands tC' rd the western

a
frontier, including MATILDAVIIIE, the town at the site of his
friend George Washington's POTOVMACK CANAL at Great Falls. The
ties of affection were very strong in the Lee Zmily, anéd two

of Harry's brothers, Richard Elend and Charles,sirned notes

for him which the; were obliged to meet. lar jesperate
attempts to comp:srsate them for their losses in hie behell by
deeding to them various holéinse ané rersonsl tosseccions.

y L 3 TS outstending that



.ol plenan

—
0
o
(%]

]
-
-
0]
]
[
o

i

which he declined. Fe retired from politicel l1life to his flex-
andria home to practice law in the covrts of Virginia and

Washington, and to en;joy the compeny of his many kinsgmen who

lived in the neighborhood. Ahcross \eshinzton Sitrcet
brother, Edmund J. lee, =nd next docr, with their gardens con=

necting wes his sisver i:iary, wife of Fhilip Richard Fendzll,
Tee was engzaged in mzny important cases in the Suprene Court of

the United States. Fis a:guments as preserved in the Eeports o

the Svpreme Court evince very hich le B

He was one of the lawyers who success

in his famous trial for treason.
Cherles lLee's wife presented him with six children belore

her untimely death on Sapuenber Oth, 1804, at the age of thirty-

three, "after a tedious illness of the consurptive kind." %he

was buried in the family gravevard of her brother Luiwell Iee's home

at Shuter's Hill which he had sold to Benjamin Dulaney five rears
esrlier upon the completion of "Eelment" neer Ieesburg , where
ke entertained Lafayette in 1825, The Lec-Dulany nmansion at

Shuter's Hill and the graveyard were demolished by Federal

Troops during the Civil War, to construct Tort Fllsworth on

the erinence. It is now the site of the lational lizssonic liemorial.
About 1802, Charles Lee built a2 sumner home, "leeton Forest",

in Fauquier County near VWarrenton, on part ol the 4,200 acre

patent granted,to his wife's grandfather, Thomas Ilee of oiratford.

in 17184 (The uprer frame portion of the house burned about 190%,

and the existing house was built about 1920 on the oricinal stone

_ \,
e
|

tk the four stone chimneys). On July 1Stk, 1800,
five years after the death of his first wife, Charles Lee married
twenty-six year old Margzret Christian Scott, widow of Yelverton

Tfoundations w

cf‘ l—'-

Feyton. She was the daughter of the Reverend John and Elizabeth
(Gordon) Scott. The wedding took place at the tride's ancestral
horne, GORDORSDALE, near The Fleins in Tauguier County. This
hendsome residence stands on wvhat wzs originzlly z 2.023 acre
grezt which had been icsued ip 1726 to Mercaret':s grendfatier,
o« In 1814, the Crsrles lLee's moveg permz-

i (=
Parson Llexander =c
nently from Alexendris toe 1EZTCR FCZ=Z3T, und the Llexapndriz
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hiome became

the rectory for Churist Crurch, Charles, who died the

following year, was turied nearby in the lot of Colonel Fartin

Fickett at 01d Turkey kun Church. Mis tombstone was later moved

to the VWarrenton Cemetery. Hie widow outlived Linm by

twenty-esight yeers. His portrait was presented about two decades

2go by his descendants to the National Foritrait Gallery. I rescued

e ~ r~ : . - *’
the portrait of their daugchter at a country suction in 1969, had

.

Not "pretty

n

it cleaned and restored, and she now graces my living-room wall.

-

but with a tranquil bezuty which reveals a character

of compassion and understanding; I have become very fond of her.

wes orn 4in
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Pichard Pland Lee, the third son of the ILeesylvenig family,

1761, While attending the College of William and Mary

in Willigmsburg, he was one of the "Fifty Founcers" of Phi Beta

Virginia As

on part of the 3,111 acre gcrant acquired in 17
Henry Tee I of .estmoreland County. For two gener

ity-three, =
sembly. lie was the first menber of the femily to reside

mainteined sa

s Who carried orn primitive soriculture and stocl
Richerd's fether in 1787, he a2nd his btrother, Theod-

the céeath of

eric)*nhe“iteﬁ the entire grant, Fichard takinc the nerthern halfl

county line

hen he v

washington,

of national importance 2s the person most instrumen

choice of the site for the nationz2l capital on the ba
(5

Peinted 18
borcoran 7

elected him to the First Congress. He

th

ré. Upon ;raﬁration hig fzther gave him a deed to 250 acres
T

n Ioudoun County on vhich he settled in
e¢cident landowner.In 1784 at the age of

d to rerresent that district in the

oy,
Z

\n

by his grandfather,
ations, the Iees

"querter", consisting of & small force of slave labor-

raising. Upon

1¢ had named SUILY, alrcady stood. (The
T

H
o
m
b
o
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y—eight, his constituents, incluﬁing George
ie 8

£

lins the vivaco
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by Rl%har? Norris Brooke (1847-1920), former Director of
ery oL Art.
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life-time intimacye.

Lee broucht his bride to SULLY wihere they set o}
arily in kis comfortable lor house until the new house was
pl eteds Three years later, a2 ¥y n
Lee Snippen,vwrote:-

I would fain give jou some idea of the elezance in which

this kinsman has settled hHimsell... The house is 10?:15Ped...
with every article of c';v.?, mahogany, T;lkon carreting and
Glassware that can bte conceived of trat you will find in th
Very best Turnished houses in rhi -

corpietely
4 - v
equipped with every luxury =

In Richard's attempts to essist his bro
with his financial 4iffi
nephew of the £ n of Independence. They
did not esteblish another permasnent dence until 1815 vhen
L.ee had acqui t us shington at the northwest
corner of 6th ané N. Streets. South liest, f
f lertha Veshington's granddaughter . .El
her husband, T
three commissioners
buildings, including the
been burned by the Eritish
cprointed Commissioner t

or destruction of private property avring the Ver of 8120 T A&1C,

fresident lionroe aprointed him Judge of the Crphans Court ¢ the
District of Columbla, on whick he served until Ekis deatk,liarch
12th, 1827. he wzs buried in Congressional Cemetery. ris widow
was at the bedside of Dolley Hadi 3

0
whom she cutlived by & dec
nandsomely restored ., and the SUILIY PLANTATION HOUSE is
beautifully maintsined by the Fairfezx County Ia fa)
2 z\

a museum, open to the public.

e -

~

The fourth son of the Teesylvznia family, Theodoric, wes
7 1

born in 17E€; e pursued 8rn ecricultvrel career, Jerming the
southern helf of the cstaie sceres I nig Tether's will with
his brother. During Richard Blznd “ce's absence in FPhiledelphis
hile sttending Concressy Ureogeric hiad fuyll ckarge of both
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plantations, in the groving and nerketing of crops besides

(= 1

o

supervising tlie construction of his brother's rnew home. He
must have been a man of unusual cherm, having won the hand of
the attractive end weaslthy Catherine Hite of VWinchedter,
rroperty ox the

whose family home was BEILE GRCVE, now a I
Tiationazl Trust For Eistoric Freservation.

— - —

A

The fifth 501, Dimund Jenningcs Lee,born gt Ieesylvsnia in
1772, was educetr

rarried Sarah, the youngest daughter of Fickard ienry Lee, the

Ch

at Frinceton. ‘hen abtout twenty-four, he

"Signer". About 1800, Edmund built & handsome home in Alexandria
on the southwest corner of Vashington and Cronoco streets, which
3

d 8 mimber of high offices in the
“urch. He served Alecxandria S
defeated a plan to cut Cameron Stree
grounds of Christ Church, Fis most out
seved for the benefit of the churck the 51& acre Glcbe laznds
of Tairfax Farish(which included Christ Church and The Falls

Crhurch of the village of that name)from confiscztion bty the .
Commonweslth of Virginia in 1802. The Glebe, for the bhenefit of

e clergyman, lsy half way betwecen the two churches of the
in whet wes thern, ALlexandria County {(renamed Arlincton County in
1620}, which formed the Virginia portion of the originsl ten-mile

scuare of the District of “Yolumbia. Fis winning argument was
that since 1801 Virginis had ne jurisdictiorn cver propertiy in
the Distvrict of Columbia.(| .laver retroceded to Virginia in

a
1846.)fﬁdnvpﬂle, the ssle of the Glebe lands Ty Pzird
defreyed the cxpense of erecting & steeple on Christ Church,
rrovided for 2 fine fence for the ckurchyard, and

o

¢!
waré the purchase of the Charles Lee house in 18

i Y
The Leegylivania couple 2lso tad two dauchter, esch marry-
1ng men of prominence. KEEz-eoery in 1775, When only sixseen,
became the third wife of Frilip =iesexrd Fendsli, & Zetlher distant
ccvisin of the T.exylend branch of the “ee family. 'is firgt wifle,
Lettice Lee, wag 8 ..2Tyiend cousin; sis segent wes Qlizebeth
Stertoe lee, widew of Frilip Tudwell “=ze of Pirzilerd znéd rother
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