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‘eet address or route number Freestone Point, Leesylvania Tract S
GS Quad Indian Head Date or period 1861 T 5~ B 77T 7 o=t
iginal owner Architect/builder/craftsmen Cr /1< Tt~
iginal use ;
esent owner Daniel K}.\ Lu(d:wlg/Am .—Hawiian Source of name

amship Co.
esent owner addPds &/0 Ggorge Hartzog, Atty gi)':rce of date Historical Record

ries -

( 900 17th St., N.W. . !

‘esent use Not 1n use Wwash., D.C. ; Foundation and wall const'n —
creage Included in 'L

g 5 In process of sale & a state rk

eesylvania, c500 ac. P iP of t ype - paxk)

tate condition of structure and environs Site is overgrown, but earthworks still visible.

tate potential threats to structure

Jote any archaeological interest This is a historical archeological site.

should be investigated for possible register potential? ‘yesx = no ___
wrchitectural description (Note significant features of plan, structural system and interior and exterior decoration,
aking care to point out aspects not visible or clear from photographs. Explain nature and period of all alterations
nd additions. List any outbuildings and their approximate ages, cemeteries, etc.)

Four deep cuts in the cliff above Freestone Point are all that remain of the gun
placements constructed here. The cuts are about 3' deep, the largest being c¢25' long by cl5'
wide; they are spaced several feet apart and all line up in a row facing the Potomac
River channel to the east. Trees, some fairly large, are growing out of the earthworks.

No one knows what happened to the guns, or whether they were removed after the battery
~was abandoned. If the guns were spiked and pushed into the river, they may still be
lylng under about 6 feet of water at the river's edge. There were also platforms for
ordnance on the north side of Freestone Po;nt facing Occogquan Bay.
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nterior inspected?

{istorical significance (Chain of title; individuals, families, events, etc., associated with the property.)

The earthworks at Freestone Point are the remains of the northernmost gun positions

>f the Confederate Blockade of the Potomac during 1861 and 1862. The batteries were con-
structed on promineqt points along a 6-mile section of the west side of the Potomac under
the supervision of Gen. Isaac R. Trimble, at the request of Gen. Robert E. Lee. The estab-
Lishment of land batteries on strategic points along the Potomac enabled pro-Southern forces
o effectively blockade the Potomac River from October 1861 to March 1862, thus preventing
“he Federal government from transporting goods and transmitting communications up its
rincipal route to Washington, D.C., the center of the North's war preparations.  The guns
lcere manned b$\Br;gad1er Gen. W.H.C. Whiting's Brigade, consisting of about 12,500 infantry
————— v~ wara rcamped in and around Dumfries.
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iterior inspected?

istorical significance (Chain of title; individuals, families, events, etc., associated with the property.)

The earthworks at Freestone Point are the remains of the northernmost gun positions
f the Confederate Blockade of the Potomac during 1861 and 1862. The batteries were con-
tructed on prominent points along a 6-mile section of the west side of the Potomac under
he supervision of Gen. Isaac R. Trimble, at the request of Gen. Robert E. Lee. The estab-
ishment of land batteries on strategic points along the Potomac enabled pro-Southern forces
o effectively blockade the Potomac River from October 1861 to March 1862, thus preventing
he Federal government from transporting goods and transmitting communications up its
rincipal route to Washington, D.C., the center of the North's war preparations. The guns
ere manned by Brzgadzer Gen. W.H.C. Whiting's Brigade, conszstlng of about 12,500 infantry
roops who were camped in and around Dumfries. L,

The four guns at Freestone Point, coastal heavy artiiléry taken from the Navy Yard at
orfolk, were installed to distract U.S. Naval Flotilla which patroled the Potomac, while
atteries were being constructed at Evansport, a point several miles down the river which is
oday part of the Quantico Marine Base. The guns placed at Freestone Point were not capable
f reaching the channel, and the battery was abandoned when the several other positions becamc
perative.
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