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Bristow Monastery Begins Its Second Century of Outreach Work

MONASTERY, From Page 1

ard, 0SB, an B0-year-old retired teacher

, unlike many of the younger nuns who
can be identified as such only by the rings on
their fingers and by the small gold pins they
wear, still wears a black veil and full-length
habit.

Sister Leonard said she is helping Donnie
“because he wanted to learn to read. ] can't
stand to see someone want to read but not
{earn.”

. Donnie says it has paid off.
-~ “On a lot of things, it has been helpful so
far," said Donnie, a former special education
andmtwhummhhnlhgmthenem-
dictine E
Qutreach to Neighbors program. Emblhhed
in 1992, Beacon, as it is called, is a volun-
tm—buad. one-on-one, adult literacy pro-
gram that is helping 70 people to learn Eng-
Ilqh. obum a high school equivalency
ding and writing
jlulll.'l‘hmnmc}mme!nrlbuem
and four retired sisters who live at the mon-
‘astery are among the many volinteers,
. Dan Beard, 60, who owns a nearby an-

.

tique said he considers the sisters to be
s , although he seldom sees

that some neighbors might not be so enthusi-
astic.
“;'We'mapﬂtychnmuphm,'he

: gty o b
tery's prioress, rn's renova
nﬁprhﬂﬂnﬂm&'lﬂuwurdwbeﬂmlu
second century.

“As we look toward the future, we as a
community are especially concerned about
the b homeless woman

er than a dozen hedamihbh for transitional
housing for the homeless, whose numbers
have grown.

The sisters are working with federal and
state agencies to get funding to renovate the
dairy barn. Until it ceased operations in the
1980s, the barn was best known as a source
of flavorful country butter,

1760's to escape and
rﬂm\ﬂmhﬁ'u landed gen-
try. In 1863, Sister Baptista Linton, a Visita-

schools to educate boys and girls from poor
families. St. Joseph's Institute, the Benedic-
tine Fathers' industrial school for boys, oper-
ated on the property from 1894 to 1927,

the days of Iub:ec ing on a lar,
scale,” mu Sist. l,‘ﬁw;’lclen Johnltg:
0SB, in ¥ !Es Wuﬂm, a history

Thurgmm a ;:;tm of m and drinking

walter, nej '8 sent including a

;Impl,nmbenwhh 16 chicks and a pair
gs.

On Sept. 16, 1894, the Sisters opened a
girls school, 5t. Edith's Academy. After
World War 1, the sisters moved the girls'
school to Richmond and opened Linton Hall
Military School, a boarding school for boys,

=3

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

In 1988, the school became a co-educa-
tional day school for kindergarten throngh
eigbihmde Today, about 40 percent of the.

are nuns and there are
lsﬁ |tudems. 56 percent of them Roman
Catholics.,

The school’s alumni include musician John
Phillips, an original member of the Mamas
and the Papas rock group, and it counts film
;:Sylvemrsmhnum its former stu-

ts.

Small classes are a drawing card for
Meaghan Riley, 13, one of 11 eighth-grad-
ers, "You get individual attention,” she said.
*1 fell behind in a couple of classes, but the
teachers pulled me aside and said 'We have a
w.hnﬂ where you can gel one-on-one

Matthew Shaughnessy, 13, a seventh-
grader, is one of 10 in his class.

Like everyone else at the school, he wears
a uniform, which he doesn’t seem to mind.

“Even though some people wouldn't like to
admit it, when everyone wears a uniform no
one is considered higher ranking because of
the clothes they wear,” Matthew said. "And
it looks nice."




Bristow Monastery Turns 100

Educational, Outreach
Work Slated to Expand

By Maria E. Odum
Washington Poat Statl Writer

On a recent morning at the St, Benedict
Monastery in Bristow, a nun helped a 28-
year-old Prince William man make out the
words in C.S, Lewis's “The Lion, the Witch
and the Wardrobe."

Across the manicured lawn, children
wearing blue blazers and gray slacks or
skirts stood on risers for school pictures
outside the Linton Hall School, a private,
Catholic school. Then they geared up for an
Earth Day celebration that included as en-
tertainment a priest juggling fire, machetes

Blocked due to copyright. and bowling balls. S l
aop 1 Except during those days when schoo

See fun'pdgb. 1mage or celebrations spill out to the grounds, the
microfilm. -122 acres of monastery grounds are a calm

corner of Prince William—from the
spreading oaks lining the entrance road to
the statues of St. Benedict and St. Scholas-
tica that keep a watchful eye on the monas-
tery to the former dairy barn that will soon
assume a new role as a transitional shelter
for women and their children,

It is in this environment that the work of
the sisters has been done for 100 years,

Last Sunday, the Benedictine Sisters cel-
ebrated their centennial in Bristow. More
than 1,000 people, most of them family and
friends of nuns and students, gathered for
the celebration.

The sisters originally came to Prince
William to teach, and that is still the cor-
nerstone of their work.

“] love to teach,” said Sister Julian Leon-

See MONASTERY, Page 3, Col. 1

. Sister Cecllia
Dwyer, 0SB, above,
- ls prioress n:ni’d?ti . )
. Benedic
Monastary?&latsr 5 M 4 ; [ Cf] &
et 1 Rotpleg 7N
o s helpin
Dnng:;.mhau /0 ‘ "//0
learning disability,
. with his reading.

Blocked due to copyright.
See full page image or
microfilm.
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