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By S\tcvc..Mawyur—Pomm: Mws
William Penn Mott, director of the National Park Service, talks '
about the task of protecting national historic landmarks.

People need to preserve |
their parks, Mott says

By CLINT SCHEMMER “We've got to be concerned about
of the Potomac News what’s happening on the outside, to do

WASHINGTON — Not so long ago, the very best we can to get e to
when once a national park was :E:atsd understand they have a responsibility to
its resources were %ht pmgnue& the national parks, for protecting their
for all time. The e who cam-  Vvalues,

lg;ned to protect the site could relax. “They can't take them for granted,
Peotas up o Ul Suin's caroiakel, B avaght o o om. (ks Natiooel Fark
a a ice, to tect
place. ;. b pretoct I ce that we alone can’t handle.”

That attitude, still prevalent among ci:rcﬁrgﬁdc&m% o‘:heu‘“s:;s?}::
s";;ﬁt“m%':;n‘;‘w Juifice today, tional Battlefield, projects on land
the National Park Service. outside the parks now threaten them as

surely as any problem wll.hlu. say g
Years ago, for instance, Yellowstone  supporters and - :
National iark'srlsuml lhl’nﬂetlt e]wld Service. .
rest easy in caring for t geologic Encroaching devel ent, an urban
m%‘ndu i;az a little i;flate:i tinggh'ls dilemma ni:g one emoned decades
t said during an interview i ago, is the single greatest threat to Ma-
third-floor office at the U.S. Depart- nﬁmmﬂtﬁ:smmm War battle-
ment of the Interior. y
“We can't do that any more,"” hesaid. —See MOTT, Page E6
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o rields held by the Park Service,

» 2 Mott said.

“If they build condominiums,
high-rises and other buildings
around a E.wc.ﬁu periphery, that
changes its ambience, its setting ...
to the point where it's very difficult
to understand the battle, use it
wasn't that way when the battle
took place. That's the problem
we're facing.”

Park rangers say preservation of
such rural settings, which they call
the historic scene, is crucial to visi-
tors’ comprehension of the fierce
infantry, cavalry and artillery
clashes that swept across the
American countryside 125 years
ago.

Look out-over a battlefield un-
changed from that time, and with a
little help from a history book or a
park ranger, a battlefield visitor
can get a glimmer of how it was, of
where why Yankees and Re-

bels fought and died.

the mood, and the mental i

is gone. A lively chapter in Enm“.s._“
War, the bloodiest conflict that
-‘Americans have known, becomes
so much more dry, dull history, the
rangers say.

that doesn’t happen is what
ing the nation’s Civil War bat-
tlefields is all about. Their
wrmnwwmmﬁbﬁ n.w:u»olnwnxw wherever

ppen to lie, say.

““That story, Ennmn.mr_m mu.._._au_o
that people had to endure to pre-
serve this union, is very important
for future generations to know
about,” Mott said. “‘Both sides so

Ickes set aside 2,755 acres as Ma-
nassas National Battlefield Park
on May 10, 1940. Who could foresee

and four-lane highways would soon
border what had been farmland
since colonial times?

But gshEEo&hnﬁﬂ m.uvﬁ_n&umw for

il : iin:
creasingly out of character ﬂﬁ :m
surroundings, a green oasis ami
the suburban hustle. And the Park

" Service finds itself hamstrung, un-

able to do much to soften the im-
pact of projects outside of its
control.

The Park Service lacks money to
buy more land as a buffer. Besides,
its officials still smart from the bit-
ter fight waged to gain the park's

t 4,525 acres, which purpose-

y excluded the tracts where major

office complexes are now slated or
under construction.

For better or worse, control over
the 's surroundings is in the
hands of Prince William and
Fairfax counties. The Park ws._aom
relies on county supervisors an
planning SBBN&E to protect
the battlefield through zoning and
other land-use controls, Mott said.

“‘Our managers now must look at
what's happening outside the

park,” he said. ““They’ve got to be-
come involved in the local scene.

They've got to and educate lo-
cal politicians wna.% residents, trans-
mit to them our mission and what
we're trying to accomplish. A lot of
people don’t know that.” .

At Manassas, as with other
parks, Mott said the battlefield's
natural setting is a big part of what
drew developers and their clients.

But convin local officials not
ww_n &w#_..v the Emm_n. he unmh.

wledges, may an u|

fight. .mmm.mw say, 'Let's use that
land outside the park, let’s build
high-rises, we're going to get all
these taxes,” Mott said. *““They
don't realize they're destroying the
Suuw values that have made this
land interesting to developers.”

The conflict is an old one: short-
term economic benefits vs. intan-

ible, long-term qualities that

n't readily ¢onvert into numbers
on a balance sheet.

“How do we know how much Ma-
nassas National Battlefield is
worth to the people of the United
States? I can’t put it in dollars and

nnuwmm but I'm absolutely con-
vinced we've got to preserve it for
future generations,”” Mott said.

“That’'s what we have to deal
with — intrinsic values against a
people who have been brought up
to recognize everything on the ba-
sis of money."

For Mott, the story's a familiar
one. The 78-year-old landscape ar-
chiteet, long recognized as one of
the nation’s foremost conservatio-
nists, made parks ‘his career in
1933.

After seven years with the Park
Service, Mott went into private
practice to design recreation areas
and then became superintendent of
Oakland's city vmﬂarw_. w_%..ﬂ_gon on
to manage a regio: system,
then served eight years as Califor-
nia's state parks chief under Gov.
Ronald Reagan.

Mott returned to work for his old
boss, now in the White House, in
May 1985, becoming the 12th direc-
tor of the National Park Service
since its creation in 1916.

Comfortable in his latest role,

officials will broaden their view of '
the local interest, to consider that .
the national park in their midst :
also deserves protection for its va- .
lue to the community. .
He wants Prince William County °
to think of the battlefield as more .

* than just a federal enclave, as *

someone else’s responsibility. Es- ..

tablished for all Americans, it -

draws visitors from around the
world, but most benefits local peo- -
ple, he said. i

By nature an optimist, Mott also .
i that local governments -
can often be unsympathetic to the :
Park Service’s —Wn,En of view, “‘par- -
ticularly when they get into dol e
and cents.” 3
““We simply we do the best job we -
essionals, m_os.nm advice |
to legislatures, to ngress, to -
planning commissions and to ev- -
eryone else. We may or may not
prevail,” he concludes. ‘‘Some we
win, some we lose.”
One thing’s for sure: Mott isn’t
about to give up, at Manassas or
anywhere else.

can as p

that hotels, industry, office towers

S

Mott said he hopes Prince William



