Plans for the sale of Christmas
d wd by the
were

| pleted ot the N 1 meet-

ingg, held st the home of Mra. E. H.
L rateller, Tuerdny nfternoon.

| Members, on the committes are

{Mrs. E. G. Rice, chairman, Mre

rown McBryde, Mrs. Paul Kopp,

rx. John V. Buffington, Mra. G.
¥, Carpenter, Jr, and Mrs. E. G
‘Rohr.

The Cliristmas sale comnittee re-
‘quested members to make arrange-
!ments to be exhibited at the Dec-
Jember meeting, and leave them at
(the home of Mrs. MeBryde prior
| to the sale.

Among the sales ladies for the
event will be Mrz. Robert H, Smith,
| Mrs, Fred Hynson, Mrs. Paul Cook-
soy, Mrs. T. E. Didlake, Mrs. Stunley
A. Owens, Mrs, John Cox, Mrs

Frank Cox. sund Miss Catherine Mil-
ler,

. One of the Christmas  projects
undertaken by the elub, will be to
furnish table decorations for the
| ¥mval Hospital at Quantice, und

o prepare winter girdens for Fort
Belvoir Hospital
Interesting reports on the recent
‘Woman's {orum held in Richmond
were given by Mrs. Hypson and
|| Mrs, Buffington, who attended as
representatives of the local club
| Mre W. N, Wenrich gave an in
formative talk on “Propagation by
Cutting and Layering".
Dellelous  refreshments were
:l'r\fed to f large sifendance.
FULLL e e —
= Tomotrow evening the Wom- |
an's Club of Manassas, which |
‘usually meets the fourth Mon-|
day of the month, will have jts |
|Docember  gathering  at 7:30
o'clock in the Odd Fellows' Hall.|
The date has been changed so
a5 pot to interfere with other
‘holiday functions. The fine|
_arts section and the home and |
- sections of the club
will present & special Christmas
¥ for this ! and
“members of the Garden Club of
‘Mannssas will exhibit a colorful
mssortment of decorations for|
doorways, mantels and tables,|
\and arrangements of Yule greens.
‘These will be samples of  the
‘many ltems which the garden
| group will offer at thelr sale
which starts next Wednesday |
kmﬁ continues through Satur-
! day at the Manassas Book Shop.
Hostesses for the Monddy eve-
~ Uning eyent will be Mrs. Elenea |
‘Henry, Mrs. J. M. Garber, Mis.
¢J. L. Gregory, Mrs, Irvin' D, !
{ Helnemann and Mrs. Wheatley
M. Johnson.

To further promots the holi-

| day gpirlt, the Manas as Garden
Clib has made fina! Jlans for a
sale of Christmas wrappings,
cards, stationery; table, doar and
mantel arrangements;,  and

plants. Some of the decor will
be exhibited at a meeting of the
Manpssas  Woman's Club _on

Monday, December 7 at the Odd
Fellows Hall. The Fine Arts and
Home and Garden Sectlons of
the club have arranged a specinl

Christmas program for this oc-

onsion. ‘The sale will be held

from Wednesday, December 9

through the 12 at the new

Mannssas Book Shop on Center | |

street. Members of the Garden
Club will also be busy creating |
table arrangements for the Naval
Hospital at Quantico and for|
the Fort Belvolr Hospital the )
following weck.
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'Moor Green, Mr. and Mrs. Cox’ H

Believed to Have Been a Block Hous

01d Tlomes of
Prince Willlam
Part 11
BY MARY ANNE PETERS
The Georgian facade of Moor

Green, woll-known family home of.

Mr. and Mrs. John Watson Cox,
with its somnulent aura of, by-gono
times and events, looks westward
pcross softly rolling land that slopes
gradually downward to Broad Run.
Land that was once dotted with
Indinns coming and going to their
village situated across a field from
the big house and at other times
with the bitter frult of war, is now
sprinkled with quictly grazing dairy
cows that peacefully keep the mo-
orsward clipped like a lawn.

The house of mellow brick stands
throe stories high, fronted by a
terrace outlined In handsome box.
1ts design of only one room deep,
following the traditional medieval
architegture found in the oldest
English homes, allows maximum
sunshine In all the rooms exeepl
where the kitehen ell interferes.

A medallion on one of the outer
walls establishes a firm date on
the age of the house as 1756, How-
over, parts of the house show
evidences of an earlier history.
The garden front and two end walls
are Queen Anne as opposed to the
later Georglan style on the front
shown above, and are laid in com-
mon bond which was not generally
used after 1738. It is believed that
the place started life as a block
house, the prefent fence marking
the site of the stockade, and that
when its front wall was damaged it
was rebullt to look as it does now.
The interior panclling was instal-
led in 1756,

The wide, hospitable green door
opens Into a spaclous hall which
ends in n door opening onto the
garden terrace. Off the hall to the
Jeft ls the parlor, whose most
striking feature is a handeome man-
tel, The mantel, basically Queen
Anne in style, Iz overlald with
geometric designs of Indian orlgin,
probably executed by an Indian on
the piace st the time the mantel
was made, There are fireplaces in
every room In the house

Across the hall and through the
dining room to the rear Is the
kitehen ell, sel several feet below
the rest of the house its fvy-
wreithed windows Iooking out onto
the garden terrace It was once the
plantation office and Hbrary, and
iho -small between - stories roon
above i was onee the weaving rooi,
now used hs  study

The kitchen in other times was
a _separate building a  few yards
from the outside entrance to the
dining room Old flagstones that
made ‘up the walk leading to It
can still be found sunk deep in the

covering grass and overgrown b,

the roots of 8 huge oak This build-
ing also sheltered the house slaves,
and gince it was the Union Army’s
practice to force the slaves to
leave by burning their quarters,

i this case the whole building was
demolished.

The charming staic case in the
main hall leads to bedrooms on the
second floor and finally winds lts

Ay up to more on the third.
Heavy blood stains on the wide
ald flooring of the third floor re-
call the time during the Civil War
when the plice was used as a hos-
pital, probably by both sides.

Another interesting, but no longer
visible, feature of the house is o
hidden stairway leading from the
floor of the cellar:to the water
fevel of an old well, which was
evidently used by members of the
household to obtain water without

i 1 Ives to possible al-
tack from Indians by golng outside
Access to the stair was scaled off
hen  the present owner In re-
habilitating  the place had to lay a
concrate floor in the cellar to pro-
{ect it from the inroads of moisture.

Away from the house but within
{he fence-stockade is the old family
cemetery studded with sunken slabs,
half-hidden by masses of myrile,
which time and weather have un-
fortunately rubbed bare of-mark-
ings. A large rectangular depression
marks the place where are buried
thase who died In the house dur-
ing its sorvice as a hospital during
the Civil War. Over the fence be-
yond the cemelery is a deep pit
which not many years ago still
held the ruins of what gave evid-
ence a4 being an lee house.

The slave burial ground is sev-
¢ral slopes away but can be elearly
marked from the house by the tops
of the flark sentinel cedars, one
of which was planted at the head
of ‘the grave of each male slave
Slabs af the same material as those
in \he fumily cemetery were pui
next to the cedars, and now several
are almost completely enveloped by
thie base of the trees It Is h:ten.-ué-
inig to note the lapse of Hme be-
{ween the deaths of the slaves by
the progress of growth or decay
of the irees.

There s a touching story of #n
pld slave thought to have been
named Raphael, who pliyed the
fiddle and organized a small dance
band which catered to tbe balls
given In the house and evenls
around Brentsville, then o thriving
gocinl center, He must have been
beloved by the tamily, since when
|'he died he was bidcled apart from
the grave of the other slaves, and
in the spring his grave still blo-

| was sup-
J Hwhite

folks", Myrtle planted by
nlso covers the spot In pi
the usual marker his old
was put at the head of his
the top of which was
within the personal memory
present owner.
The old approach io the
was the logging road thates
South through the woods
Manassas and westward
green toward Brentsville,
Broad Run. At a vantage spol
the ford the ruins of triang
shaped earthworks of &
still remain to mark the plage
Confederates  guarded  the
Shells, bayonets and bullets
peen found on and abotit the
It was this road which Jeb
took to got to Manassas after B
Station, » -
The #tory .of the lnnd, whi .
also the story of the genéral
of Moor Green, seems (o date
1689, when it belonged to the d
ter of Lord Culpeper who m
Lord Fairfax. Surveyed in 16
again In 1609, the land. was dlf
and after passing, through' s
hands was finally bought by
Renault (Reno) in 1711 The Ia
mained in the family | untibd
when it was:sold. In 10411t relur
ed to a branch of the family W
Mr. Cox bought it, he being
cended on his mother's side
the original owners. x
Mrs. Viola D. Proftitt of m
recolleets that her  gra
Lucian Alexander Davis, who
a Captain in the Prince m
Cavalry during the War
the States, had a narrow  escife
at Moor Green. v
«Oaptain and Mrs. Davis were stops
ping momentarily at Mpor Green
when @ alave reported Uhat yankee
infantrymen were fast approfshe
ing he estate. Thinking the Union-
men were looking for him, Captaln
Davis escaped h
M. Davis was resting ut the
home before journeying o 1
teeen 1o be attended by an unele
who was a physician there, Be-
tieving her to be a Confederate Spy,
ghe was coplured by the North and
{aken to Alexandria. She was res
scued by u Mrs. Holland who moyed
under the cloak of British g
tion and taken to Mrs Holl
home in Alexandria wheta & s
barn {0 the Davis’ How
birth was prematurs. and.
died shartly after birth. :
Ca
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