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THE INDUSTRIES ON THE OCCOQUAN 427

John England built for the Principio Company the ‘Accokeek
furnace.™ This plant began to melt Washington’s ore in 1727.

Stimulated by the early success of this operation, the first
John Tayloe, of Richmond County, opened also the ore beds
on Neapsco and before 1738 had in operation his Neapsco fur-
nace. He soon found, however, that his ore required a mix-
ture in order to secure a satisfactory flux, and to that end pro-
cured from the Council a permit for the importation, duty free,
of Maryland ore intended for fluxing purposes. Thus from
the start the operations of the Accokeek and Neapsco furnaces
were united in a common interest.”

Governor Gooch’s reports throughout his administration
show that all the early Virginia furnaces had built up a profit-
able intercolonial trade in ‘fire backs, potts, boxes for cart
wheels’ and such small furniture, and in doing so had supplied
also an expanding local market. Though their operations were

modest, it was generally recognised that the maintenance of °

these furnaces was important to the entire colony. It came,
then, as something"of a shock to Virginia when, in 1753, the
Principio Company decided to abandon the Accokeek furnace
and confine their operations to Maryland. They gave as a
reason that the local supply of ore had failed, and thus early
defined the limitation of the iron industry in Virginia." In

this situation the Neapsco furnace was left in possession of a

market in the Northern Neck which invited competition. As
early as September, 1749, Charles Ewell had planned to estab-
lish another iron works in the vicinity of the Occoquan. Backed
by Ralph Falkner, Edward Neale and John Triplett, he had
bodied up 1,520 acres of ore lands on Hooe's Run, but apparent-
ly was unable to exploit them; for the property remained unde-
veloped until February, 1755, when it was acquired by Ewell’s
kinsman, John Ballendine.® This picturesque figure was of a
Lancaster family which had been planted in Virginia by a Liver-
pool shipmaster. He, himself, started life operating, as a com-
mon carrier, a packet on the Potomac.” His contracts of 1755
with the Ewells and Peytons declared his purpose to erect and
operate a forge and a grist mill on the Occoquan.” With shrewd
appreciation of what this might mean as affecting their own in-
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428 LANDMARKS OF OLD PRINCE WILLIAM

terest, the second John Tayloe and Presley Thornton, who were
then operating Neahsco, immediately offered Ballendine what he
most needed, namely financial backing ; and duly entered into a
partnership agreement with him ‘to erect and carry on an Iron
Work® on the Occoquan. In March, 1755, the new partnership
added to Ballendine’s previous holdings by acquiring Valentine
Peyton’s Occoquan warehouses;® whereupon Ballendine there
established his residence, and proceeded to erect ‘certain forges,
water grist mills, bolting mills, bake houses, saw mills, store
houses and dwellings,” and to provide the new plant with ‘slaves,
livestock and other equipment.’

By October, 17509, the ‘Occoquan works' were in full oper-
ation. Archdeacon Burnaby then visited the plant and left a
description of it:

‘About two miles above Colchester,’ he said,™ ‘there is an
iron furnace, a forge, two saw mills and a bolting mill. At our
return we had an opportunity of visiting them. They have
every convenience of wood and water that can be wished for.
The ore wrought here is brought from Maryland: not that
there is any doubt of there being plenty enough in the adjacent
hills, but the inhabitants are discouraged from trying for it by
the proprietor’s (viz: Lord Fairfax) having reserved to him-
self a third of all ore that may be discovered in the Northern
Neck.' :

The Ballendine-Tayloe-Thornton partnership expired by
limitation in 1760, when the two last named withdrew. Ballen-
dine was now hard pressed.” He borrowed money from John
Semple of Charles County, Maryland, and by April, 1762, was
compelled to transfer to him all his interest in the ‘Occoquan
works,’ reserving only the superintendence and a share in the
profits.™ The contract then made contemplated that this ar-
rangement should continue for twelve years; but by February,
1765, Ballendine was forced out, and removed his residence to
Seneca Falls, where his restless imagination turned to plans for
improving the navigation of the Potomac. Thenceforth the
‘Occoquan works’ were «carried on by Semple alone; but it
seems that he soon abandoned the forge and devoted himself
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THE INDUSTRIES ON THE OCCOQUAN 429

to the operation and development of the trade of the two mer-
chant fouring mills which Ballendine had built.

The failure of Ballendine did not, however, end the manu-
facturing of iron in the Occoquan community. In 1764 Ber-
tram Ewell renewed his family intesest in the industry and
reported to the Assembly that he was engaged in erecting iron
works on Neapsco,” It does not appear from the record that
he ever carried out his plans; but the Tayloe works were still
in full operation after the Revolution, consistently using raw
material from Maryland. Mr. Jefierson mentions ‘Tayloe's
forge on Neapsco’ which he says was making, in 1781, ‘bar
iron from pigs imported from Maryland.”

No record has come to light of the volume of the opera-
tions of any of these iron works, but there seems no doubt that
for at least fifteen years before the Revolution they stimulated
a vigorous industrial life on the Occoquan. =~

The development of wheat farming in the back country,
which had induced Ballendine to harness the falls of the Occo-
quan for the power of his flouring mills and Semple to devote
the ‘Occoquan works' to that activity, was the basis of the
trade which succeeded the iron industry on the Occoquan and
ultimately gave rise to a new town. By the beginning of the
nineteenth century the ownership of those mills had passed
from Semple to Nathaniel Ellicott, the Quaker who brought the
English novelist John Davis to the Occoquan, to serve the
neighbourhood as a schoolmaster. This ‘chiel amang ye takin'
notes’ recorded a doubtful but characteristically lyrical impres-
sion of his employer’s ambitions and environment:

“The richness of the adjacent country and the healthfulness
of the climate,’ he said in 1801, ‘induced the Proprietor to
project the plan of a city and invite strangers to build in it;
but his visions were never realized and Occoguan consists only
of a house built on a rock, three others on the river side and
half a dozen log huts scattered at some distance. Yet no place
can be more romantic than the view of Occoquan to a stranger,

after crossing the rustic bridge which has been constructed by
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434 LANDMARKS OF OLD PRINCE WILLIAM

on the organization of Fairfax and the transfer thither of Catesby
Cocke as clerk, was, !\i{' the interest of his wife's family, preferred
to be clerk of Prince William. (The approximate date of his arrival
on the Potomac is fixed by a speculative land grant dated April 27,
1742, N. N., E: 4o, in the ‘back try’ which b Loudoun.)

4 h
& Ten years later (1752) he exchanged posts with John Graham, son-
? § in-law of Catesby gckg (See ante, p. 155) and became clerk of
134 o . l-’-‘iairfu. It “r:d then !hali. :xe ?tabh)sh::l h‘;l:a:;"ﬁ:l th::;thI thﬂrh:
19 R of Occoquan, a a year er (1753) emu exa e of Jol
s o AI i Graham inn’fmmdin' a town. As-‘Major Wagener’ he appears in
Ry 2 :J: i Washington's diaries, attending Truro ves meetings and generally
208 p 33z taking -part in county business. His will, if any; is missing, but the
": ; H Truro vestry book (Goodwin, p. 36) incidmlzlfy records his death -
a2 ol in 174 S
R 5 | IIL. Peter Wagener (1742-1798), son of the clerk of Prince |
& ¥ [ William u:l I-'air[l’::. grew up on the Occoquan and was bred in i

g:b fﬁut?hﬂmm) ‘5: mlrfiedfl daughter %{, ‘slimiei Hc‘fan‘:‘ of '

) i appears frequently in ingtons diarics in :

; the group of fox-hunti ﬁ?&ﬁy kinsmen who frequented ML Vernon

! after 1 On the death of his father he succeeded as elerk of Fairfax,

urvinxthloﬁne{mm:yﬁ until his death in :@& During the

38 Revolution he was County Licutenant of Fairfax. His will, proved

October 15, 1708 (Fairfar W. B., G: 404) names a son, the fourth

successive Peter, - T
™John Davis boasted of Colchester in 1801: ‘Beside the bridge

; stands a tavern where . . . ice cools the Madeira that has been 3

i1 thrice across the ocean.' ; i

! " Hening, iv, 208. This act exempted from all ‘public, county and 3

! parish levies' for five years all employed in an iron works, pro- *

i 1 vided that meanwhile not make any was the |

X . operation of this act in Stafford in relation to the Accokeek furnace 3

qk Whi}:: myed ohn ﬁllf‘e:rfwi Peter Hed s m;.& pu?.e'du-ate a libel

13 on ssembly in whi ayed upon a old prejudices against &

[! Spotswood. See Journals H B’: 1727-40, pp. 66, 71.

i ®C. O, 5: 1323, p. 119. There were at this time in fact only ,°

I four furnaces, Spotswood's at Massaponax and Germanna; Chiswell’s x
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4 at Frederickville; and Accokeck. See William Byrd, A Progress fo the
3 Mines, 1732. Governor Gooch corrected his enumeration in subscquent
dispatches. LR
- i “H. Whiteley, History of the Principio Compony, 1878. Sce also
] the reference to the A;:?kee{( furnace, f‘ohn England and Augustine !
Washington in Col. Byrd's 4 Progress to the Mines, 17 Washi 2 |
1 ton's grant of 1726 is N. N., A: 210. England himse mhtqumt’{
\ took several grants on Accokeck and Austin's runs in 1737 and 17:
ibid, B: 120, 122, 124; C: 52). A 3T
" Before Robert Carter’s death, the first John Tayloe had sought
to get him to join in an irom mininfhadmtuu. but the ‘King' de-
clined, averring with good humour t he already had ‘too many
irons in the fire' (Carter Letier Banl-kﬂs.). T i
a

il 2iedy3-broa head by him-

v iE %.{ 15 petition to Councy :1“ = .. 17 “1:0? ﬁuxlit: X

i gre_tgom Maland (Ve Mog. xiv. 236 shes.that T Tarmice-wae

K : mp)‘_m_qu_xnd we have seen that in November, 1742, the com-
miss

toners to select the site of the second Prince William Court: = i
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House des«itlr:bsg etdhu}' meeting phu, e bl x

By his wi t anuary 3, 1744/5, a prv .;u?_

u; B., 5: 553)_this _Jo!m Tayloe devised to his soa rj

thousand acres in Prince !n. County upon which the Neabsco fur-
- mace ltl.nds.’ The second John Tayloe seems to have nba.ndom:d his
+ {ather's mining operations taking into purtnmlup Presley Thorn-
,mtuhanomhnmd!helumualmdhuw ehmoi aryland -
=.~m'e. To that end he enlisted the co-o f John Augustine
if w;shmgtou after he had inherited his fat :r's mtm:tt the Pru:dpb
1 y; and thus it was ﬂ:atﬂlebrolharoiﬁ-eomw: inglon
':mde the petition to the Council on November Jsr (C. O, s5:
1429, p. 49) for a renewal of the import N_mlﬁ- 1738. Tayloe -
was still using Prmapm are. :

~ 2 ™ The Accokeek srom mines: That the ore on Amobe:l: was nut
: u,hamld by the Principio Company appun !rum dae g
3% James Hunter to renew mining operations there unter wl.n
.,'ﬂmarrymgonSPotwoods!ummmrF .bulwhm
they became of prime importance evolubm ry army
+ . compelled to advise the J\ss:mgl( !hlt he drew his ‘Pig_Iron, the hnl
J=+ of all his manufacture, from aryhud,' a practice which had become
4% ‘exceedingly expensive and precarious.’ He called attention to the Ac-
.+ cokeek iron mines and asked the aid of the government to seture tl:e
use of them. In response to Hunter's petition a committee
.Assembly uporled that *The Accokeek Iron Mines in Stafford County
0 a comp inEn;!anﬂwlmpropu-vl}wsﬁu
“ w:rcwocrkcd but disc ds.of ty years ago because
..+ they had larger and richer Banks of ore with ter Conveniencys of
I Wood & Water, in Maryland; where all their m;, stocks & utensils
;L:re n.mov?. The I.md: are said 1? have been offered for sale by
company’s agent, and prohhly rom their being very
without Timber, and the soil excessively poor, have not hm%
<2- Hunter was aomrdm;l, authorized to a:;rowule the Princpio title,
: -bulxldounotappurﬁu t he made = success of the venture (See
&clcxl)shuvepap:rsmW.&H.Ow..n:m.&,udtbemmﬂmm
ix, 303).

The explanation of this record of consistent failure is that the
Acmkuk ore mever was available in ecopomic quantity, justifying
» profitable operation. In the Monufacturers Runrl, December 7, 1922,

an expert in iron says as much of present day conditions. * . . .
- No one would start up a great foundry based upon the Virginia iron

“because he fecls that within 15 or 20 or 2§ years the supply of Vir-
i~ ginia ore would be so depleted that the cost of pig iron must mnﬂ‘b
“§5. .greatly increase . . . the Virginia furnaces instead of upand.m1
#to» Geveloping will gradually dry wp unless there is a well established
0ol movement of outside ores to supplement the Virginia supply.'

E

% .~ ®™Eor Charles Ewell's plans of 1749 see the recitals in Prince
&7\ Williom D. B., Q: s23.

‘-"," = John Bdl’mdmc. In Febm 3 3. ohn Bnllmdme, lmn; then
"?'ﬂ engaged in promoting the impr - ” J f the Po-

5 i —

* tomac above the hils. issued a prospectus m whsch he stated ﬂﬂt he had
had ‘an experience of fifteen years an tnmpumng merchandise up
and down the river Potowmach. post, p. 540). This may
identify him with the John Ball:ntme (n the name '?. recorded) who
contracted to transport troops by water 1o Alexandria at the time of
Braddock’s expedition (Journals H. B., 1770-72, p. 6). He was of a
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Neabsco Iron Works Site
(Continuation Sheet)
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Published Sources (continued)

Harrison, Fairfax, Landmarks of old Eﬁnee.wiiiim (c192 ), pp. 427-29; 434-35.

Tilp, Frederick, This Was Potomac (c1978), p.

4200 Year Hike: Troop 1392 Marks Site of 'Neapsco Furnace,'" in Potomac News,
5 Jan 1976. '
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