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Cc: Karnes, Debrarae; 'Cunard, Jan'; 'Jim_Burgess@nps.com'; ‘raimondijj@webtv.net’,
'JANEMACDON@aol.com'

Subject: Occoquan historic marker

Ruth E. Lloyd Information Center

for Genealogy and Local History (RELIC)
Bull Run Regional Library

8051 Ashton Avenue

Manassas, VA 20109-2892

9 August 2000
Scott Arnold
Virginia Department of Historic Resources
Richmond, VA

FAX: 804-367-2391
Dear Mr. Arnold:
As you requested, will attach copies of documents that I believe relate to the origins of the town of Occoquan:

Prince William, the Story of Its People and Its Places (W.P.A., 1941), p. 105: “The Charles Ewell who settled
at Bel Aire, was associated with his brother-in-law John Ballendine in the industrial promotion of Prince
William County. Characterized by George Washington as ‘a man of affairs,” he was responsible for originating
the Occoquan works. ... Backed by Ralph Falkner, Edward Neal, and John Triplett, he acquired 1,520 in the
vicinity of Occoquan and organized a joint stock company in 1744 for the purpose of beginning iron operations.
Yet nothing was accomplished until 1755 when the property was acquired by John Ballendine. A deed made in
1767 proves that the Ewells did not relinquish interest in the Occoquan industry after the death of Charles
Ewell.”

Landmarks of Old Prince William, by Fairfax Harrison (Richmond: 1924), p. 427, “The Industries on the
Occoquan.” “As early as September, 1749, Charles Ewell had planned to establish another iron works in the
vicinity of the Occoquan. Backed by Ralph Falkner, Edward Neale and John Triplett, he had bodied up 1,520
acres of ore lands on Hooe’s Run, but apparently was unable to exploit them; for the property remained
undeveloped until February, 1755, when it was acquired by Ewell’s kinsman, John Ballendine. [Footnote 22:
For Charles Ewell’s plans of 1749 see the recitals in Prince William D. B., Q: 523.]”

Prince William County Deed Book M, p. 104-108. [from abstract by Ruth and Sam Sparacio]: 2/3 August
1749. Ralph FALKNER and Edward NEALE of Maryland, and John TRIPLETT of Virginia to Bertrand
EWELL and the heirs of Chas. EWELL deced of the colony of Virginia. Consideration: 600 Ib. Va. currency
paid by grantees. Have sold and confirm unto the said Bertrand EWELL and heirs of Chas. EWELL deced .

all those four tracts of land contammg 200 acres in Dettmgen Parish, Pnnce Wllllam County, on the Occoquan
River ... a - 1 : : y ... that they are now the
true and lawful and ri ghtfull owners of three fourths of all the said mmusmmiabove
mentioned and that they hath power to sell three fourths of sd lands, foreges, mills and premises unto Bernard
EWELL and one fourth unto the heirs of Charles EWELL deced forever which is in exchange with Edward




NEALE for one fourth of the Lancashire Furnace in Baltimore County in Maryland and with one fourth of ye
said Qccoquan lands, forges, mills and other the premises in Virginia which belonged to the said Charles
EWELL deced as by articles acknowledged in Prince William Court and partnership with the sd Compa[ny]
makes the heirs of Chas. EWELL deced and their heirs hold forever one half of ye said

other premises and by a purchase of cash paid Bertrand EWELL and his heirs to hold the other half of ye sd
lands, forges & mills & other the premises are equally to be held by Bertrand EWELL and his heirs and the
heirs of Charles EWELL deced and their heirs forever. [Recorded 27 Nov. 1749. Deed delivered to Capt.
EWELL, 16 Apr. 1751.]

Fairfax Harrison does not mention this deed. His researchers seem to have missed it. This document makes it
clear that there were forges and mills, as well as dams, on the property by this date, probably built shortly after
the partnership was established (ca. 1743/44). The 1767 deed (following) does not specify that forges and mills
were standing in 1749.

Prince William County Deed Book Q, p. 521-527 [from Sparacio abstract]. 27/28 July 1767. James CRAIK
of Charles County, Md., and Mary Anne his wife; Jesse EWELL of Prince William Co.; James EWELL of
Lancaster County, and Mary his wife; to John SEMPLE of Prince William County. Consideration: 525 Ib.
sterl. to the CRAIKSs, 1200 Ib. Va. currt. to Jesse EWELL, 1200 1b. Va. currt. to James EWELL. Sell 3/6 of the
lands called the Forge Lands (describes the same 4 tracts in the 1749 deed). Obtained by Charles EWELL as
Agent and Manager for Ralph FALKNER, Edward NEALE, John TRIPLETT and said Charles EWELL,
Merchants and partners, in name of Charles EWELL but on the joint account of said Company and after the
death of said Charles EWELL sold unto Bertrand EWELL and the heirs of Charles EWELL by deeds bearing
2/3 August 1749. Vizt:

One parcel containing 188 acres on south side of Occoquan River and on a branch called Hoos Creek,
purchased by said Charles EWELL of James CARTER by deed 10 Aug. 1744. [Deed is lost.]

One other parcel purchased of John GREGG in his lifetime and conveyed by Elizabeth GREGG, his
executrix, pursuant to his will, by deed dated 12 Nov. 1743. [Deed is lost. Will, proved 25 Apr. 1743, is
recorded in Will Book C, p. 404-405.] Parcel is located on branches of Hoos Creek, containing 1075 acres.

One other tract purchased from William FITZHUGH, containing 50 acres (part of a larger tract) and
conveyed by Deed recorded in the General Court. [General Court records were destroyed in 1865 fire.]

Lastly, one other tract granted to said Charles EWELL by the Proprietors of the Northern Neck, 29 Sept.
1743, 212 acres. [Northern Neck Grants, Book F, p. 134 (Gertrude Gray’s abstract): Capt. Charles EWELL of
King George Co. 212 A. in Pr. William Co. Surv[eyed by] Mr. George BYRN. Adj. Mr. PAYTON, Col.
BLACKBURN, Mr. John GREGG, dec’d, Mr. James CARTER, on Occoquan River. 29 Sept. 1743.]

Which four tracts contain 1520 acres and were not only purchased and taken up by said Charles EWELL
for the purposes aforesaid but were put by the aforesaid Company into one Joint Stock by Articles of
Copartnership bearing date 19 Sept. 1743 and recorded amongst the records of Prince William County. [Deed
book is lost.] And also 3/6 parts of one other tract not purchased by said Charles EWELL or entered in the
Articles of Copartnership aforesaid but purchased since the death of Charles EWELL Iby Bertrand EWELL and
the heirs of said Charles EWELL of William FITZHUGH of Maryland Esqr. by deed 6 Mar. 1759 containing
950 acres on main Run of Occoquan and is the residue of a Proprietors Deed for 1000 acres granted to William
FITZHUGH of Stafford County by deed 1 Oct. 1694, and all houses, buildings, forges, mills, orchards, gardens,
profitts and appurtenances belonging: Also all the estate right whatsoever of them said James CRAIK and
Maryanna his wife, said Jesse EWELL, and James EWELL and Mary his wifes.

The last record I have found for Major Charles EWELL is his appointment as Churchwarden of Dettingen
Parish, 4 Oct. 1746, and his being present at a meeting of the vestry, 8 June 1747. At the next meeting of the
vestry (9 Oct. 1747) he was replaced as churchwarden by Col. Benjamin GRAYSON, without any explanation.
[Records of Dettingen Parish (Historic Dumfries, 1976), p.5, 7] Wills and court minutes are lost for the period
1747-49, so we don’t have an exact date of death for him, but it seems probable that he died during the period
June-Oct. 1747.



Prince William County Deed Book P, p. 318-320 [from Sparacio abstract]. 8 April 1763. Bertrand EWELL
of Prince William County, Solomon EWELL of Lancaster County, James CRAIK of Charles Co., Md., surgeon;
to John SEMPLE of Charles Co., Md., merchant. 10,000 Ibs. current money of Va. Wheereas Jesse EWELL
and James EWELL, sons of Charles EWELL deceased have for 2400 1b. Va. current money sold to John
SEMPLE all their right that they have unto all and every Forge and Foreges, Saw & Grist Mill or Mills on the
Waters of Occoquan River in Pr. Wm. Co., together with all their right to the following parcels of land [the four
parcels mentioned above] together with the slaves called Joe, Harry, Georg, Chaise, Ben and Kitt and all the
waggons, carts, stocks of horses, cattle & tools & implements and every other article whatsoever which was
rented unto John BALLENDINE by Bertrand EWELL for himself and as Executor to his Brother Charles
EWELL deceased by Articles of Agreement bearing date 3 Feb. 1755 [1755 deed is lost] and hath put said John
SEMPLE into the immediate possession but for as much as the said Jesse EWELL and James EWELL are by
reason of their tender age incapable at this time to convey the above lands etc. the above Bertrand EWELL,
Solomon EWELL and James CRAIK have become bound that so soon as the said Jesse and James EWELL
arrive to full age they shall in due form of law convey the said lands etc. SEMPLE his heirs to use the above
lands etc. that then the above obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force. Signed by Bertrand
EWELL, Solomon EWELL and James CRAIK. Endorsed by Jesse EWELL and James EWELL: We have
consented to the sale of the Lands, Forges, Mills, Slaves etc. in the annexed Bond specified and at our Particular
instance the Gentlemen therein bound became so. Apr. 8, 1763.

Prince William County Deed Book P, p. 299-309 [from Sparacio abstract]. 21 Jan. 1763. John
BALLENDINE of Prince William Co. and Mary his wife, to John TAYLOE of Richmond Co., Esqr., and
Presly THORNTON of Northumberland Co., Esqr. Whereas Henry PEYTON of Dittingen Parish, P.W.Co.,
Gent., by deeds 24/25 March 1755, for 150 Ib. curr. money of Va., did sell unto said John TAYLOE, Presly
THORNTON & John BALLENDINE and heirs all that parcel of land on south side of Occoquan River near the
Falls thereof being the land and plantation whereon Valentine PEYTON late of said county, gent., decd. and
Frances his wife lived and died including Occoquan Warehouse on the Southside of the said River and the
Forge Landing House the same being granted to George MASON gent. deced. by patent from the Proprietors
Office 3 March 1704, and by said George MASON sold to one Moses LINTON by endorsement dated 9 May
1707, and by said Moses LINTON by his will given and devised to Frances PEYTON mother of the said Henry
PEYTON to whom the same descended after her death. [This document goes on at length about other parcels
making up the tract. Deed of 1755 is lost.] Whereas the said John TAYLOE, Presly THORNTON & John
BALLENDINE made the several purchases aforesaid in order to erect and carry on an iron work and accodingly
there have a furnace and several other convenient buildings erected on divers parts of the said land and many
servants, slaves and stocks of various kinds proper for carrying on such an undertaking have been purchased
upon the Joint Account and Risque of [the partners] but the partnership between them as determined [words
missing? “was dissolved?”’] about two years since, and the said John BALLENDINE sells to TAYLOE and
THORNTON all his undivided part and share.

So it appears that, Charles EWELL established forge(s) and mill(s) near Occoquan prior to 1749 (possibly as
early as 1743/44). In Feb. 1755 his heirs rented the buildings, equipment and slaves to his brother-in-law John
BALLENDINE, just a month before BALLENDINE bought the land that is usually recognized as the site of the
town of Occoquan from the heirs of Valentine PEYTON. Because we are uncertain where the boundaries of
these different parcels lay, it will be difficult to tell if any of Charles EWELL’s property lay inside the present
town boundaries, but it appears that EWELL’s structures continued to be used by BALLENDINE until
BALLENDINE’s financial difficulties forced him to drop out of the business.

The historical marker includes the following words:

Occoquan grew as the focus of the commercial and manufacturing activities of John
Ballendine, who erected an iron furnace, forge, and sawmills at the falls of the
river before 1759.



There is still nothing wrong with the wording as is. Future research may help us clarify how this industrial
center all began, and give due credit to Charles Ewell and his partners, who may have established one or more
of what became Ballendine’s factories. The present wording is based on an eyewitness who saw the community
in operation in 1759 [Archdeacon Burnaby, Travels through the Middle Settlements, 1798, as reported in
Landmarks of Old Prince William, p.428). It is not the whole story, but there is nothing inaccurate with what it
says. I don’t have any problem with the marker retaining that wording. Adding Ewell to the marker would
complicate the wording quite a lot.

As you requested I will fax much of the 1749 document (p. 105-108, the release). It will probably be very
difficult to read. If you have further questions, I will be back on Saturday. [Completed 10 Aug. 2000]

Sincerely,

Donald L. Wilson
Virginiana Librarian
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