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TOWN OF OCCOQUAN SERIES

Occoquan Captured by Winning Artists

:; water wheel, This

Editor's Note: This is the first nuvnnonSaoﬂ_um_miﬁi
| ¥ i5 now on display

article in a four-part series on  al shops to
the Town of Occoguan which raise funds _e.. the celebration EwEm the museum.
will observe its centennial next  of the town's first 100 vears in Cabitto's sketch fealures the
vear. 1974 and the nation's first 200 old iron bridge, one of the few
By Ann Holiday years in 1976 . examples of its type of bridge
Fishermen quietly whiling The town was thriving before  construction left in the United
away the time on the banks of the American Revolution, with  States before it was washed
the Occoquan River are a water-borne commerce taking  away in the flood,
perennial part of the flavor oq sn__._u:nbuu of its location An article in the newsletter of
the Town of O n the tid and  the Pioneer America Society,
by two artists whese sketches pledmont regions of Virginia.  prepared by Jovee e._._x._..sq_
were among five selected tobe  Flour mills, a cotton mill and an ...w:m._ the bridge a “rare and
reproduced for sale as part of  iron foundry were ing in ol :.a iron
the town's centennial and the the 1750's. truss bridges which were built
nation's Bicentennial The Mill House, as sketched
celebrations. by Mrs. Owen, now serves as a
Dave Cabitto of Dale City museum operated by Historic
included the fishermen under Occoquan, Inc. It was the home
the old Pratt truss bridge inhis  of the miller and is all that
sketeh of the landmark which remains of the town's early
was washed away last year by commercial activities
Hurrican Agnes. Bethea Owen Part of the stone structure of
of Alexandria depicted the Mill  the grist mill remained in a
House, the new bridge and 8 recognizable form until the
family heading for the water river, swollen and churned by

in this country from 1840 until
the turn of the century, when
steel replaced iron as the most
practical material for bridge
construction.”

The date of construction was
1878, according to metal plates
at each end of the bridge.
Cabitto's sketch, based on a
watercolor he had done when
the bridge was still di

1t was built by King lron and
Bridge Mig. Co. of Cleveland,
Ohio, one of the most renowned
bridge building companies in
America at that time, according
1o Mrs. Wilkinson. The design of
the bridge is based on the Pratt
truss bridge, first patented in
1644,

The iron truss bridge,
R.naa.:_m to Mrs. Wilkinson,

“initiated the era of scientific
bridge design, for these bridges
were constructed on the basis of
mathematical knowledge. while
their predecessor, the wooden
bridge. was built more or less
by ‘rule of thumb' with no
qualitative information on
stress being available. "

The parts were joined by bolts
and rivets, brought to the site
*and then assembled as a child
would assemble a bridge using
an erector set,’ E.w i___EsB
wrote, Ox

with fishing poles and picnic En!uﬁdn;u_.ﬂ tore out the

shows the plate in the center of
hamper.

one beam at the end of the

The five sketches are the _—mu_.:_au w.ﬂa..w.:ﬁ_-be_ bridge

209 feet _.:._w about ﬁz.,
maximum span passible for the
early design.

Such bridges  were easily
constructed and economically
maintained, and helped bring
about the expansion of the

The debate ended shortly
after 8 a.m. Thursday, June 22,
1972 Surges of water pounding
against the bridge's wooden
flooring and iron beams at last
proved too much. Rivets began

ng and the bridge finally
folded up and tore loose,
according Lo one witness,

Parts of the bridge were later

led out of the water, but the
istoric plates were never
found.

Without the old. rattling
gne-lane bridge, Occoquan was
o longer on a main route from
Fairfax to Prince William. The
quarry seen across the river in
both sketches had to send a car
seven miles to the post m&h.%o in
Deeoquan to pickupits E

A month later, the new bridge
‘became a certainty when one
span of Route 1, weakened by

nver.

Since the flood. Occoquan had
been asking for a temporary
span to link the tow with
Fairfax County. The demise of

Highway Department had other
ideas. These ideas included
removing the old one-lane
bridge and replacing it
downstream with a four-lane
concrete span which would cut
off Popular Lane, a row of
newer homes within the town
limits, including those of the

= mayor, town treasurer and one

“BRIDGE" BY DAVE CAEITTO

The Manassas Choral Society
is in need of a piano
accompanist to serve as

m - FOR THE VERY BEST IN

% Needs Accompanist
ACENR DEEEC © CEAENANDN m

of the members of the town

The town, with backing from
groups and individuals such as
Historic Occoquan and Mrs.
Wilkinson, persuaded the
highway men to revise the
plans, lowering the bridge and
su_.._:a access open to Poplar

_u_.num:: continued to
attempt to have the new bridge
plan scrapped completely, or, if
failing this, to at least maintain
the old bridge for historic
interest. Occoguan people
argued that the new bridge

] ..m:gwnwna?&:mi. .n_ﬂuaw.:._. truss bridge
Historic group hed by Mrs. Owen, for use
residents wanted  to preserve  while the new bridge was under
the bridge. bul the State construction.

The round piers were poured,
the bridge was brought
upstream by barge, used in
‘another temporary situation,
and put in place, and a new deck
and railing were constructed on
the site. The new bridge is no

wider and every bit as noisy as N

the old one, it is cursed by those
who must negotiate the sharp

angle on the Oceoquan side, and -

it is hoped by many that it will
Belgium Violinist
To Perform Oct. 7

One of Belgium's most
renowned violinists, Marcel
Debot, will be the guest artist at
the Arlington Svmphony's
‘benefit concert Oct. 7 al 3p.m.
in the Kenmore Junior High
School.

The bencfit concert.
conducted by Karl Rucht. opens
this vear's season ol

Faatirad work on the

mm#»_: :_ storic District

remain after the new bridge IS The Journal M

Whether or not the temporary
bridge will be made permanent.
is still under discussion, but
most friends of Occoquan hope

completed.

An Aug. 7 letter from State
Highway Commissioner
Douglas Fugate to Hugh
Pevton, president of the

Friday, Sept_21, 1973 13-A

fishermen

it will remain, at least as a foot
and fishing bridge, where

can quietly while

away their time,

Merchants of Oceoquan. said it
had alwesys been the
department's plan o remove
the bridge when the new one is
opened to traffic.

**Of course we realize the fact
that the town has some basis for
requesting the continuance of a
structure at this point and we
will be glad to Lake another look
at this,” Fugate continued.

Pipe. Drum
Band to Appear

In Manassas

The award-winning Lindsay
Pipes and Drums will perform
tonight from 6:45 to 8:45 at the
Mall at Manassas.

Sponsored by the merchants
at the Mall, the band will

present a variety of pipe and “&%
drum music. The band was 3
organized about three years ago 45
in order to allow people of all &
ages to participate in the &I
activities of a performing pipe T

band.

Members of the band have &
performed in various cities and &}
accumulated a number of 7
trophies and medals for their TG
excellence in performing. This =4
past summer band members g
took a three-week tour of
Scotland and exchanged some %
piping with the native Scottish ¥

pipers.

Band members represent

over 11 different schoals in

Montgomery and Prince ¥4
George's Counties in Maryland.  $

MANY MENU SELECTIONS TO
CHOOSE FROM -
SOMETHING FOR

®Luncheon & Dinner

@®Separate Dining Rooms
for Parties, Clubs,
Meetings

@ Cocktails
SERVING FROM 11 o.m.-10 p.m.

755

K72

EVERYONE T

0CCOQUAN

INN

FRESH Complete Dinner GOLDEN
SEA FRIED P
TROUT &m =, CHICKEN §
SPECIAL .
LIVE ENTERTAINMENT

Wed., Fri., Sat.

FEATURING

o

ST

Wednesday
“THE VIRGINIA
VALLEY BOYS™

WARRENTON, VIRGINIA
On the By-Pass at Waterloo Street

Plan a perfect evening with us...
Businessmen’s Luncheon
served daily from 11 to 4:30

WEEKEND SPECIAL

Available Friday, Saturday and Sunday

“BLUEGRASS MUSIC”
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on TR WA St
Businessmen’s Luncheon
served daily from 11 to 4:30
WEEKEND SPECIAL
Available Friday, Saturday and Sunday

FRESH gﬁ#&u&—an. GOLDEN
SEA _ FRIED
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¢ Needs Accompanist  pl

_ R s DR N is in need of & piano
i ; accompanist to. serve as

| SR FROG- LEGS S B e R % : WINES & BEERS A

| & N e i - SEATS WOW ON S0 Family Owned and Operated - Your Hosts,
| " iday an ; : r Y ‘Al and Corey Wright

| =i ; . 2] iy . i = ; o :
| i S o LA K n 7 days a week Luncheon Served
| Al . = ; 11 a.m. to 11 p.m. Until 4:30 p.m.

se ot Matiness
e e S b s ma : Phone

THE PROFESSIONAL
DINNER THEATRE

- Maureen €
~ |0’Sullivang

In The Hit Comedy . |

“Butterflies

“HISTORIC MUSEUM ON OCCOQUAN RIVER" BY BETHEA OWEN ..




