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Occoquan town
100 tomorrow

By ANN HOLIDAY surrounding area. Woodbridge becamy o

Water has been the life—and once was rallroad stop i the lale 1800's, bul Decoguan
feared to be the death—of Decogquan, the hud the grocery stores, hardware stores,
pocket of Victorianu oo the Oceoguat Hiver lumber vards, and the ather shops which
which celebrates its 100th year as a town served the scattered larms and  homes
LOmarTow outside the town

Oceoguan’s roots go back more than 100 The town continued to grow until the fire of
vears before its incorparation in 1874 The 1916, which burned 22 huildings and
strects were platted 180, and the first threatened (o wipe Oecoguan from the ma,
buildings were erected in the 1780 when Belore the fire, the town had two grist mills,
e an was one of several towns being two hoiels, three bars, a small manufac-
established along the Polomac River and its turing shop, & theatre, & drug store and
tributaries Lynn's General Store.

Boat and barge trafiic carried rade 1o and Only & few boildings were saved, but

from Occoguan, and the town boasted Lynn's Store rebuilt at its present location
several mills during its early vears. The and the town began 1o grow again

business office of one mill still stands, and is Lynn's Store remains Another grovery
now & museum in which Historic Occoguan, store, operated for more than 55 vears by
Inc. stores and displays relics af the town's Ogle Harris and his family, closed this year.
pasi. Al one time, both stores did a thriving

The other eariy building is Rockiedge, the i but the bile and  the

old stone house on & ledge above the Mili stipermarkel spelled the end of the grocery
House, buill in 1758 and now being restored stare in Oecoguan.
by Don Sommer, owner of Blackbeard's Inn. DOrle Harris and Son had been aw.E_ only in
Commerce was lively in the Inte 1700's und the summer during the past few years,
early 1800°'s, until the shifting river bottom existing on sodn pop, penny candy and
threatened 1o eut off w&«-«« completely. A fishing supplies, Lynn's Stove still has its
move on the part of the businessmen buteher's where chunks of cheese will
dredge @ chanmel never came to pass. be eut to order, but hunting and fishing
However, the town's shops and slores supplies take op {ar more space Lhan
served the people of Occogquan  and — Sec TOWN, Puge B4
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Looking east from comer now
-

occupied by Town Hall: ori

Treedined Mill Street before 1916 fire: thind house from right where Town Hall is _iﬂ.n..-

Befors the fire, the church

stood on Commerce Street behind the present Town Hall site
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