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John Brown's 1859 raid on Harper's Ferry
dissuaded many in Loudoun and Fauquier from
voting for Abraham Lincoln in 1860,
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Lincoln Was
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Loudoun and Fauquier were at the time the
wealthiest counties in Virginia. Agricultural
land sold for $20 an acre and more, the most
expmivei.uthestate.()orn.whmtandgnh
harvests were unsurpassed in the common-
wealth and commanded high prices at the sea-
port of Alexandria, linked to the hinterlands
by three well-kept toll roads.

after John Brown's

Prosperity continued
Oct. 16, 1859, raid on Harper's Ferry.
Brown’s aim was to liberate and arm area
slaves and set up an autonomous realm for
them in the mountains of Maryland and west-
em“rglm&.whﬁethaem{ewslavehold-

Thtwchannmrmbonwuldhappenm-
Iy a half-mile from the Loudoun border—even
M@Ltl&ﬂedjust?.ﬁchysandmnlwdﬂ

certainty. There was outright fear in the Be-
tween the Hills and Lovettsville areas, a few
miles from the ferry.

Fauquier’s reaction was more subdued, be-
ing 25 miles from the ferry at its closest point,
the village of Paris. Furthermore, Fauquier's
military companies were commanded by such
experienced leaders as Brig. Gen. Turner
Ashby and Capt. John Scott Jr.

Gov. John A. Wise ordered three

Fauquier
- and two Loudoun companies (about 250 men.
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Fauquier Board Pushes ‘Buy Local’ Campaign

By L1t Arzua
Washington Post Staff Writer

The Fauquier County Board of Supervi-
sursmlsmdentsto'buyioml'—md
have i make that possibl

'I'mmdufgomgto!\{anam Su-
pervisor William G. “Bill" Downey IV (R-
Scott) said at a board work session Thurs-
day. “We need to encourage these busi-
nesses to come to our county so our
residents will have their goods and services

right here.”

During a retreat in February, the board
identified the creation of a countywide buy
local campaign as a priority. The board has
heen mmmmg abouf one priority a month

Board Vice Chairman Raymond E. Gra-
ham (R-Cedar Run) said Fauquier residents
face a “supply gap” of items they would like
to buy but aren't available locally. He also
cited a lack of restaurants and such stores
as Home Depot. With a campaign to encour-

age the buy local concept, Graham said, “we
will have businesses that stay in business.”
In addition, those stores would create
Jobsforpenpkwhuwuuldstnymlheomm-
ty all day, buying lunch and making other
purchases. “It perpetuates itself,” he said.
Talmage Reeves, Fauquier's director of

keting plan Thursday to encourage resi-
dents to buy locally. The plan involves news-

See FAUQUIER, Page 10
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A Spooky Search for Souls

Walking Tours in Leesburg Focus on Town’s Haunted History

By Kanin BrurLiarp
Washington Post Staff Writer

Tamara Wright describes herself as “pretty
much a feet-on-the-ground kind of girl,” which
is why she was stunned to find herself face to
face with a ghost last month.

1t was her son's first day of middle school,
and Wright was weepy over her little boy
growing up when she arrived for work at Blue
Ridge Title & Escrow on Loudoun Street in
Leesburg, After stepping onto the back porch
to collect herself, she said she turned back into
the office and saw a woman in a long, dark
skirt jump off the sofa and dart up the stairs,

! .'whem‘thé'\nmn‘mmbdmmslandm.

ished,” said Wright, 39.

um.ismoftwnﬂmlulfaparhapanlnme
seasonal spookiness and, organizers say, a rea-

son to believe in ghosts.
The museum’s 13th annual “spirited walk-

{ tour” will alsor i at thé Lou- -
e

doun’ County'

storytellers in period garb
wﬂlbelltalmofthemld:ers.slawsandmd-

deﬁha—whoﬁvadwdkdthueandkﬁthm
souls behind.

There are no special effects, just true histo-
ries and the chance to cross paths with pol-
tergeists, said Erika Castillo, the museum’s
education director and a tour leader.

Castillo has not seen the ghosts. But she
pmnﬁsedﬂmtnl'ntleulmu!mesites.
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spondent who described the senti-
ment in Northern Virginia in
November 1859: “This excitement
isnotawild one. . . . Itisa calm and
clear sentiment in favor of a speedy
end of the Government of the Unit-
ed States, if it is to continue to be a

We’re located in your neighborhood!

Virginia Center of Old Dominion University, located in Sterling, VA, is a state-of-the-art
offering undergraduate (mmmm%),

The Northern

John Brown hoped to establish an
autonomous realm for slaves.

means through which parties from
the North may steal into the South.”
To make sure that no enemies

* would cross into Loudoun from the

north, the county had raised and
equipped eight military companies

by 1860.
“[Loudouners] are armed to the
teeth and ready for war! Being de-
termined to defend our institution
from all assaults of abolitionists if
need be, at the point of bayonets

designed to meet your educational needs as a

graduate, and certificate programs. In addition to

p

and cannon's mouth,” said a Demo-
ga&ic Mirror article cited by Po-

Fauquier’s elected officials also
became cognizant of the barrage of
warlike news. By 1860, its county
court placed four well-armed volun-
teer military companies on active
duty. Of the court’s $35,341 budget
for that coming fiscal year, $20,000

military

Fauquier's court reminded the

Apmomlthm.lght—oneoffew
surviving in print—appeared in the
diary of Rebecca K. Williams, a Wa-
terford Quaker. Excerpts were pub-
lished in the Waterford Founda-
tion's 1996 book, “To Talk Is
Treason."

year
scenes are hid behind the curtain of
time no eye can see. The future po-

rofessional,
itional instruction, the Center provides access to sophisticated
University distance learning courses, including those offered through two-way video-conferencing, TELETECHNET (satellite-
delivery), video streaming, and the web.

party met again two months later. It
nominated moderate Stephen A.
Douglas for president, and the par-
ty platform called for either the U.S.

er each territory would allow slav-

ery.
The breakaway pro-slavery
Democrats met June 28 and nom-

tion of slavery in the territories.
Another new party, the Constitu-

See SCHEEL, Page 5
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UNIVERSITY 0ld Dominion University, a state-supported regional university with more than 70 years of academic excellence, has its
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01d Dominion University Northern Virginia Center
21335 Signal Hil Plaza,Suie 300, Steling, VA 20164 » Telephone: 703-948-2750 « Fax: 7059482762
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Fears of ‘Revolution’ Kept Voters From Choosing Lincoln

for two years or more were eligible to vote.
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ceplt for the top-heavy vote for Bell in Lou-

Loudoun Extra plans to publish its next
community guide in April, and we're col-
lecting information.

If you have a community group or
event, local arts or theater group, service
club, business organization or service for
seniors that you would like us to consider

“including, ptease e-mail the information
to hpost.com; mail it to The
Washington Post, Suite 100-A, 305
Harrison St. SE, Leesburg, Va. 20175; or
faxitto 703-777-8437.

Please include the name of the group,
address, phone number, fax, Web site,
e-mail address and any other relevant
details, and provide a contact' name and

‘Ex&atol.istﬁrows

Needing Holiday Help

Many organizations need volunteers,
clothes, food and other items during the
holidays so they can help those in need. A
list of organizations needing assistance
will appear in Loudoun Extra in Novem-
ber.

Nonprofit groups are invited to send a

list of needs by e-mail to lextra@
washpost.com; by mail to The Washington
Post, Suite 100-A, 305 Harrison St. SE,
Leesburg, Va. 20175; or by fax to
703-777-8437.

Please include in detail the number of
volunteers and specific items needed,
where donations can be taken and during
what hours, a daytime telephone number

.and a contact person. For more
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