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CoCoQuA VISITED BY SIRIOUS FIRG W\

\ Loss Taturson $50,020 ard $50,000, ard Hany
Porsens Ar2 Homeloss

Prisonors fight flames;
Alexandria sends aid

Church, Eank Duilding, Manufacturing Flant,
Stores ard Recidences Destroyed.

Trom o Staff Correspcndent of the Star.

/ 7‘/4) ©CCOJUAM, Va., August 26, = Botwe=n forty and fifty residents of Cccoquan

last nizht slept in the homss of frisnis or in the Cid Fellows' Hall hers as the
result of a disastous [ire vhich swspl away their homes and other property in
ths afternoon. The loss is batireen $20,000 and ¢50,000,tﬁousand.-

The {ire originatsd about 2:30 o'clock from an urnknowm cause in the rear
part of the home of rs. J. Hood Weedon on Hil%é strest, the principal thorough-
fars of this little town. By the tizc the flames were discoverad by Mrs. leadon,
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who had gons to the front porch of her hcme a fex minutes befors, they had gained

considerabls hasdway, The cries of lrs. Wessdon were hzard by neighbors and soon

an alarn was sounding throughout the willage calling for help. A bucket brigade
was formed, Water was taken from nearby wells and also frem Cccoguan craek, on
which the to-m liss, The fire-fightsrs, howevsr, wers unable to do much good ag-

ainst the flames, which were fanned by a2 strong wind. Although !rs. We=don's

home, fizrmerly the Alton Hotsl, was built of br;ck. it was scon a mass of ruins,
| Bank Building Burnsd

1Hth the outbreak of ths firs. James Barbee, cashisr of the Bank of CccCquan,
which 2joined ths hotel, placed 2ll of the monsy ani papers in ths large vaull, -
and thson vent to join ths fire fizhiers in their elforts lo kezp the firs fronm
sproadinz to the bank buildinz. Tnelr efforts, hovever, -ere without avail, as
the roof of the building was sgon a mass of flames, ard in a e+ minutes ths inf
terior of the institution was «iped out. It was said the mon=y and papsrs in

the vault ware believed safe.




Ths fire sproad nothward, and soon the genoral merchandise store and
dwslling of W.S. Lyna weni up in sucke, About the tims this building caought
fire Ralph ‘hitaker, son of il.H. hitaker, superintendent of the District york-
house, across ths cresk heard of the fire and dispatched the chemical engine stat-
ioned at ths institution to ths scens. For a time the voluntser firemen used
the chemicals to advantage, but tﬁs wind shifted the flames toward the rear, and
soon ‘the dwollings and the Occojquan M. E. Church South were on fire.

Prisoners Resnder Aid

In connaction with ths sending of the fire apparatus to Occoquan, Mr.Whitaker
with several guards, took seventy-five prisoners from the workhouse to the scene,
ani they worked diligently in carrying furniture, clothing and othsr property
fron threatensd buildings, They also formed bucket brizades.

After the flames had destroyed the Lynn store and residence thsy burn-d through
the residence of Oliver Underwocd and then Jumped across an alleyway and destroyed
tho home of ade He Hammill,

Calls for help were telephonsd to nearby to.ms, and an effort was made to
reach Alexandria by telephone to ask that fire apparatus bs sont., Communication
however, with that place could not bs had, and a telephone message was sent to |
the Washington Star asking that the fire department of Alexandiria be notified.

It was on the mossage sent from The Star that the blg motor fire engins of that
town was dispatched to the scene, The run of fifteen miles over a road which is
bai in spots was made in forty-thrse minutss.

*len the fire apparatus, in charze of Capt. Henry Beach, pulled into the town,-
he said later, it looked as if the entire placs would soon go up in flames. The
moteor enzins was backed up to Ceccoguan cereek and roesidents assisted the firemen
in czrryinz th» hos2 ssveral hundred yards ani soon water was bsing tarown, but
not bzfors the firo hd junp;i':cross ths strest and dsstroysd the plant of the

Viadex Manufacturing Company, a diwelling occupied by Walter Neal and the ice house
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ol Dre Frank iHornboker.
Aidcd by Shiftinz Wind

It was but a short tima later that the firenon succesded in checking the fire
in the northwa;r:l spread, The wind, which had shiftel, also aided the firamﬁn. as
th= flames wers kept away from a2 number of bﬁildings. Telsphons wires and brick
valls of some of the buildings bezan to fall while the firemen were working nearby
and for a time menaced theme ‘hon il was seen that there was but little chancs
of savinz the church ani propsrty on Commerce street articles of furniture were
rexoved to places of safety.

It w2s not until the church and sev:iral residences on Commerce street had
bsen burnsd down that ths fire was actually under control. It was about 6 o'clock
last evening be‘ore th: danger of the flames spreading was passed. The firemen
and resedents, as buckot brigades, worksd lonz into the night putting out the
smoldering flames in the burned buildings,

Vo ono was injured during the fire, although after the flames had wiped out
the places on Hills-strect several venturous onss h:d narrow escapes from falling
wails. As soon as it was seen that the fire was unier control,preparations were
beinz made by the mors fortunate residents to care for those whose property had
boen destroyed. Ths Odd Felloirs Hall was thrown opan and several famlliss spsnt
the night thora, while othsrs were taken into the homes of friends.

Origin of Firs Unkno'm
Mrs. “Ws=don, in whoss homs ths fire originated, is the mother of Iiss
‘Virginia\&sedon. a patient at a ifashington nospital, who was scalpzd recently when
her hair became entangl:d in ths shaft of a motor boat after she had besn rescued
from droxning; A report was spre2d that the fir started from a gasoline stove,
but this w2s denied by M»s. H:?jen, wno sald she had no: been usinz such a stove.
Parsons nho reachad the scona shortly after the fire had been descovered expressed

their oppinion that the flamss were of spontanecus combustion, as they appearei
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to have started uniler the floorinz in ths rear of ths house.
Occoquan =as built in 1730. It was hers that George Washinzton Traded
durinz his residencs at Mount Verncn.
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