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Park Gate — built in 1750 — is up for sale

Just

musing

POTOMAC NEWS, Wednesday, Scptember 19, 1973,

with
Marilyn Muse

Park Gate mansion -

one of the oldies

An old photograph, taken
by a traveling photographer,
shows how Park Gate looked
in its hey day. The
ug_omqmw: still hangs in the
parlor although the parlor,
now, has a gaping hole in the
ceiling and the old wallpaper
has peeled off much of the
walls.

Reuel Liskey, who is part-
owner of Park Gate, says
he'll keep the antique
photograph until the day he
dies.

Liskey grew up at Park
Gate, at Nokesville, which is
said to have been built in 1750,
making it one of Prince
William's oldest homes. It
was the plantation of Thomas

Its People and Places, also
verifies thal Mrs. Lee is
buried there. Before moving
lo Park Gate, Thomas Lee
(1758-1805) had lived in
Dumfries where he practiced
law and in several cases
acted as special attorney for
the Commonwealth.

Liskey currently has Park
Gale up for sale along with
the 70 acres he owns, The
other half of the property is
owned by his sister-in-law,
wife of his late brother. That
half of the property includes
the graveyard and old barn.

On ‘Reuel Liskey's land ‘is
the chicken house, where
Liskey still raises chickens,
when not _working at Prince

recenlly partially replaced.
The steep gable-roof hreaks
out, lean-to style, over the
front veranda and the rear
extension. Rails in the front
porch have long ago given
way but the old stone front
steps are still there, ]

A maple tree, during a
fierce storm, fell gver the
house and damaged the
ceiling in the home's parlor.
Fireplaces are in every room
of the eight-room house and
the original wainscoting and
overmanltels still grace many
of them,

Another feature of the
house, Is the three dormer
windows set in each roof
surface between the huge

PR VT ]

800 acres and was part of the
Brent dividend of the Brent
Town proprietary. Thomas
Lee, who was the eldest son of
Richard Henry Lee, had
purchased the plantation

from Daniel Carroll Brent.

Locust (rees once were
abundant at the house but the
Liskeys replaced them with
maples,

“Those thorns were awful
hard on your feet,”
remembered Reuel Liskey,

Old Singer machine waits to be used in bedroom




owner of Park Gate, says
he'll keep the antique
photograph until the day he
dies
iskey grew up at Park
. Gate, at Nokesville, which is
‘said to have been built in 1750,
making it one of Prince
William's oldest homes, It
was the plantation of Thomas
[ Lee and his wife, Mildred
| Washin (O'I"I'. a n;:ee 1::
| George Wa . Mrs.
| is said to be in the
] graveyard on the farm.
L iy say there are some
Washingleng buried there but
I've never ieen able to find
any of the tembstones, said
Liskey who lives alone in the
mansion in & back room
which was added on years
later to the home. Some of the
Washinglon women came
here years ago to look at it,
they said their descendants
were buried here.”
The book, Prince William,

Buildin

Liskey currently has Park
Gate up for sale along with
the 70 acres he owns. The
other half of the property is
owned by his sister-in-law
wife of his late brother. That
half of the property includes
the graveyard and old barn.

On L ‘sodand fis
the cgcken :unse. 'wLér'e
Liskey still raises chickens,
when not working at Prince
too, is an cabin with
brick fireplace which is
believed to be the old slave

3 a recent
o, s avosad sty of the
cabin was des the

is still intact as is
g flogr; V00

m%l! main house, which
Liskey admits needs “‘a lot of
work and money"', is of brick
and frame home. The paint is
fading but it can be seen that
the home was once cream
yellow.

The home has an unusual
roof, which Liskey just
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g is thought to be slave quarters

fierce storm, fell over |
house and damaged t
ceiling in the home’s parl
Fireplaces are in every roc
of the eight-room house a
the original wainscoting a
overmantels still grace ma
Np:hemh'n fe. of

. -Another  feature £
house, is the three dorm
windows set in each n
surface between the hu
brick chimneys at each &
In the basement, one can s
see the ax marks on the ha)
hewn beam .

The farms which «
surround Park Gate w
once part of the orig
eslate which number aln

Fireplace in parlor has original mantel



