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NOKESVILLE — It's hard lo picture
what the house once owned by George
Washington's niece looked like when Gail
Niedernhefer and her husband Dean
decided Lo restore the place in 1975.

The windows were boarded up.

honeysuckle, litter and farm equipment
obscured the view of the house. There was
no running water, plumbing, central heat
or electricity.

During the unusually harsh winter of
1976, the couple’s then 12-year-old

daughter Laura discovered a snow drift in
her bedroom because the weather boards

were: warpcd
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Above and below: Gail and Dean Niedemhofer have been restoring their home, Park Gale, in Nokesville since they moved in 20 years
ago. The house is now listed on the state's register of historic places and will soon be fealured in the mogazine Old House Joumal.

THIS OLD HOUSE

Restored Tidewater-style house ready to meet the reading public

“My Mother's Day present was a func-
tioning toflet,” Gail said laughing.

And let's not forget the rats.

The couple sald they awoke one night
because they heard strange thumping
noises in the Kitchen. They crept down the
stairs, turned the flashlight ofl and waited
for the noise to resume.

When it did, they flicked the light back
on only to discover huge rats nudging
potatoes off the kitchen
table onto the hardwood /Y '
Noor. The eritter convay 4 ronc
then nosed the polatoes y
to their basement hide-
away.

Gall, 63, sald the rat
problem was difficull to
deal with. “There were
days when we sald ‘we've
lost our minds.” " said Gail, who retired as
a corporate liaison director with the
Department of Education.

It got so bad that the couple organized
a “ral shool,” inviting neighbors (o come
over with their guns,

“We gol them by the dozen.” sald Dean
Niedernhofer, 69, who retired as a
Department of Transportation automotive
engineer in 1980,

While searching for other methods of
eradication at an area library, Dean came

See HOUSE, Poge B2

‘Hunters kill more bear, fewer deer
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ARLINGTON — It will fall to
doctors — not the military or
police — o recognize when
bioterrorists have struck and lo
react in lime to stop thousands
of Americans from getting sick or
d}dng.expertslnlduwlhﬂuwﬂ

ical conference on the danger

football stadium during a fall
game, It sprays a mist that drifls
over the stadium, Nobody
notices,

Two days later, hundreds
show up with sniflles and fevers
that doclors believe Is the fu
Bul five days laler 300 people are
dead before a local scientist
solves the mystery: It's not flu,
It's anthrax.

Johins  Hophkins  University
used that fictional seenario to lell
doctors that the danger is real —
and the nation Isn't yel ready (o
handle it

“To remain s lo
invile disaster,” said Hopkins' Dr.
D.A. Henderson, vd‘ﬁ led the
world's eradication of smallpox
and now is mnblllﬂn; health
workers and the government

against bioterrorism.
Policy-makers know how o

‘Rector of U

is asked to

Stance on Clinch Valley

WISE (AP) — The Wise Acker]
County Board of Supervisors governii)
has unanimously called for the March I'
resignation of Universily of In Jf
Virginia Rector John Ackerly for  oppaosili
opposing the use of the UVa. rename
name in its Wise branch. The Unif

“It is the sense of this board He s
that the rector of the University sity all
of Virginia did not give leader- board o
ship in this malter consistent Sonu
with the wishes of the people,” dents
the board said in the resolution called 11
asking Gov. James 5. Gilmore elitist ay
11 to seek Ackerly's resignation. Acke

The board’s action came last the legi
week alter the state Senate and  name-c!
House of Delegates passed (nitial
identical bills ealling for Clinch  althouy
Valley College to be named the said h
Universily of Virginia’s College compro
at Wise. Wise,

ROANOKE (AF) — Virginia's

hunters killed far fewer deer and
turkey this past season than the
- previous fall and winter, but they

bagged a record number of black

deer kill wasn't cause for alarm
because the decline In the num-
ber of female deer killed was dis-
proportionately large,

The doe harvest dropped from

shol In areas where deer popula-
tons are declining faster than
desired.

The decline in the 1998 fall
turkey harvest was expected and
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ary School in Dale City Is getling ready (o cel
Hluday with a celebration March 13 from | Lo

(s, facully and stall alumni are invited (o
hool at (703) 670-4444.

ations seek members for reunions

nd military veterans reunion and luncheon,
nond. Send self-addressed, stamped envelope
ox 130327, Sunrise, Fla. 33313, for registra-
h 1.

e Division Assoclation Spring Fling, April 8-11
Il Shirley Gossett, (927) 898-5977 or write:
5459 Northcutt Place, Dayton, Ohlo 45414-

destroyer reunion, DD731, 622, 168. Sept. 8-
CHIT Gillespie, (714) 960-5283; 215 Wichita
Huntington Beach, Calif. 926648; e-mail:
COm,

eaks at Vietnam Veterans meeting
Vietnam Veterans of America Inc., meels
1bor’s Restaurant, 262D Cedar Lane, Cedar
nler, Vienna, br].l,llllfiug al 7:30 p.m.

is Greg Mann, director of Rescarch and
son of War/Missing Personnel Office, who will
unent’s operations o recover and {dentify the
g servicemen from World War {1, Korean and
1 (703) 255-0353.

/ Historical Society meets Thursday
ounty Historical Soclely meets Thursday at
tafford County Administrative Center,

a faculty member from Mary Washington
< on preserving and restoring historle land-

call Derval Brown, (540) 373-8195.

ning a volunteer in the local area
filliam Area Agency on Aging urgently needs
t frall and socially isolated elderly persons
riday during the day, There is a waiting list of
Hing to be visited. Two male volunteers avail-
ing the day are particularly needed.
+ are matched with senlors in thelr area who
ovially isolated and may have chronic health
mieers establish friendships with the senlors
isits on a weekly basis. The visits are sched-
Hon of the volunteer and senfor. A one-hour
ient for one year Is required. Training Is pro-
92-7662,
e needed to deliver noontime meals to home-
oughout Prince Willlam County. Volunteers
a week on a weekly or biweekly basis. Meals
ther the Woodbridge Senlor Center on Church
lanassas Senior Care Center on Mosby Street
e senfors, One and a half to two hours deliv-
). Tralning is provided. Meals are not deliv-
- holidays or during inclement weather. Call

volunteers are needed to assist teachers in
i1 Language, General Education Development
ducation classes. Volunteers will work with
il groups and no experience s necessary.
. Volunteers need not speak any language
Classes are weekdays and evenings in vari-
ghout the Prince William area and the city of

v Actlon Cenler, (703) 369-5292,

‘enter, 4-H Therapeutic Equestrian Program
15 Its 1999 riding and hippotherapy classes
ors are needed to support the work of ther-
iructors and physical therapists during
with horses and the disabled is welcome but
pective volunteers must be 14 years old.
lory and takes place in March, Call the
nter, (703) 369-5292.

ue of Northern Virginia meets

eague of Northern Virginia. made up of
lon, Fairfax, Loudoun and Prince Willlam
rganization having its third organizational
10:30 a.m. at Chantilly Library, on the cor-
ad and U.S. 50. For details call Linda Pool,

y gets ready to celebrate 30 years
School in Dale City is getting ready to cel-
lay with a celebration March 13 from 1 to

faculty and stalf alumni are invited to
ul at (703) 670-4444.

ir fire department spring bazaar
mteer Fire Department Auxiliary Is plan-
spring bazaar from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. March
e Hall.

call 670-8009 after 5 p.m.

i scheduled by heart association

rl Assoclation is giving adult cardiopul-
i classes March 13 at the Hillendale
1, 13511 Hillendale Drive in Dale City.
vs, 9 am. to noon and 1 to 4 pan.
15 vears of age to attend Coel (= 810

which 4.000 law enlorcement
ageneies erceted checkpoint
and ticketed drivers who were
nol wearing seat bells. They
also broke a three-year trend
in which nallonal seat belt

s Lselves are
more likely to leave their ehil
dren unbuckled. Car acei-
dents are the No. 1 killer of
children 14 and under.

“Il we know what's killing
our kids and we're not apply-

bving  campaigns in Floda,
Ohio,  Alabama, linois.
Virginia and New Jersey.

Seal bell statistics have tra-
ditlonally been unreliabl
Some slales measure usage by
all drivers, while others check

pereent aller Thanksgiving.

In surveys completed by the
same firm in 1994 and 1996,
the safely administration |
found seat belt usage lo be
58.9 percentl and 61 percenl,
respectively.

Restored house ready
to meet reading public

HOUSE From Page B1

across an old chemical formula
of corn meal and plaster of
Paris, which supposedly would
kill the rodents without harm-
ing pets and wildlife. Gail said
she substituted dry muffin mix
for the corn meal.

Between the compound and
the hunt, the rats eventually
went away, and the couple
gradually transformed the
dilapidated structure into an
elegant landmark that recently
caught the attention of a
national magazine,

The Old House Journal,
based In Gloucester, Mass., will
feature the Tidewater-style
house in its upcoming
bimonthly edition in March.

Mary Ellen Polson, the mag-
azine's senlor edilor, said the
publication In 1977 printed a
letter that Gail wrote describing
the couple’s daunting reslora-
tion efforts.

“Here was an opportunity to
look ahead 20 years and see
whal it really took for the house
to be restored,” Polson said.
“I's a real testamenl to their
hardheadedness and persever-
ance to finish.”

The house, with Its long, tri-
angle-shaped roofl and six
dormers, (wo wide brick chim-
neys and a spaclous front
porch, sits on 41 acres of prop-
erly that offers sweeping views
of the rural Nokesville area,

Because the couple wanted
the house to resemble (ts origl
nal appearance, they replaced
the withered siding with red-
wood milled In Vancouver,
British Columbia, and delivered
by rail car.

The leaky tin roof, not origi-
nal to the home, was replaced
with shingles made of cedar.

The window trim was paint-
ed slate-blue gray while the sid-
ing was painted a biscuil-color.
The shullers were painted the
color of chocolate,

Inside, the living room |s
decorated with furnishings
including a Viclorian-style
couch made of ornately carved
walnut.

“It's lovely,” Gail sald of the
house, which has come a long
way since the couple were fend-
ing off rats in the 1970s. “Very
peaceful.”

An office down the hallway

In @ picture circa 1977, the children of Gall and Dean Niedemholer glaze the windows of their
home, Park Gate. The house is fully restored after 20 years of work and is listed on Virginia's reg-

ister of historic places.

was once used as an operating
room during the Civil War. The
property  changed hands
between the North and South
five times during the Civil War.

A spare bedroom across Lhe
hall was once used by slaves lo
serve food.

Although steeped in Civil
War history, Gail is quick to
point out the house was around
before the United Stales even
existed,

The house, called Park Gate,
may have been built between
1734 and 1750, according o
history books. The couple
believe it was erected earlier,
but they can't prove L.

Col. Thomas Lee, eldest son
of Richard Henry Lee, signer of
the Declaration of
Independence, lived there from
1790 to 1805. During the war,
Thomas Lee carried secret doc-
uments back and forth between
his father and Arthur Lee, the
American envoy in France.

He was also an aide-de-camp
to George Washington and, at

one time, practiced law In
Dumfries.
Al the end of the

Revolutionary War, Thomas Lee
was forced Into early retirement
alter contracting an iliness that
ultimately killed him.

His wife Mildred Washington,
niece of George Washington,

Jaii Mandde-Stoff Phologropher

Gail Niedemhofer stands on the porch of a restored Tidewater-

slyle home in Nokesville.
died in 1796 and is buried in a
cemelery abutting the property.
According to Lee's will, Gail
said, 11 house slaves served on
the plantation. The slave quar-
ters, which featured a roomy
fireplace, where pots were hung
and [bod was prej 1, was

Places, the National Register ol
Historlc FPlaces and the
National Park Service's Historic
American Inventory.

In 1993, the Elizabeth
Melntosh Hammill Chapler of
the National Soclety of the

refurbished as a parking
garage.

G tive rl "
hung on a porch wall also tell
the story of how Park Gale has
been recognized locally and
nationally as a historic land-
mark.

Park Gale Is regl 1 with

Daughters of the American
Revolution held a y at
the house and installed a
plaque describing its history.
“We feel a real sense of gratl-
tude that we could save some-
thing really important,” Gall
sald, standing next lo the
house with her husband on a
sun-d; hed afternoon. “This

the Prince Willlam County:
Historical Society, the Virginia
State Register of Historic

was an opportunity to save
something that people used to
say ‘don't bother saving.'

Doctors learn U.S. not
ready for Bioterrorism
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and smallpox, which are highly
deadly and can be manipulated
into weapons that vietims inhale.
A more likely scenario Is small
allacks, said former National
Security  Council member
Jessica  Stern.  Americans
already have experienced one: In
1985, a religious cult polsoned
Oregon salad bars with salmo-
nella, making 750 people sick.
Germs are the ultimate sneak
attack. Leave a germ-tainted
package in a subway, and the
Lerrorist Is long gone before any-
one knows there's a problem.
Publicly, the most feared
germ weapons program has
been Iraqg's.
Bul the Japanese cult that
released the nerve gas sarin in a
Tokv subwav in 1995 attemnl

happened to the former Soviet
Unlon's wvast stockpiles of
weaponized germs, including
smallpox, said Christopher
Davis of ORAQ Consultancy,
who {nvestigated Soviet
bloweapons for Britain,

But terrorists don't have to
dispense germs o cause lerror.
Stern sald, polnting to a spate of
anthrax hoaxes slarting last
year that have so far affected
more than 5,000 Americans,

All the threats so far have
been hoaxes, bul Investigating
can cost up lo $100,000 and
repeated false alarms mean
some cities don't take the
threats  seriously anymore,
Olson sald.

“It's the ‘cry woll syndrome,
he said. “The danger. obwiously,
Is we're pgoing to miss some-
thing.”

If local doctors spol unusual
symploms, alerting the Cenlers
for Disease Control and
Prevention quickly could help
Voo tot. peie y

Manassas Council
to talk applications

COUNCIL From Poge Bl

because city charter requires the
council to appolnt a new member.
 However, the clly may nexi
year seek a change to its charter
that would allow the new
appointee to face election in May
2000 Instead of in 2002 when
the term expires. The General
Assembly would have Lo approve
the change.

Bul even with a charter
amendment, city officials are
uncertain whether the new law
would apply to the appointee,

“I'm not sure il we appoint
someone under the exis! situ-
ation — the existing charler —
whether that person could come
up lfor election in 2000]," said
Councilman Harry "Hal" Parrish.

I no charter change Is songht

ed member would face election in
May 2002,

Parrish was appolnted lo the
council position in 1993 to fill a
vacancy and was elected to a full
four-year term in May 1996, The
council jub pays $9.860 a year.

Parrish said the new search
should Involve residents as
much as possible.

“Hopefully welll have some
good names to choose from,” he
said.

The search will make city offi-
clals even busier than they
would have been this time of year
because they are also screening
candidates for a new ity manag-
er. City Manager John
Cartwright plans lo retire In
April.

Additionally, council members
are preparing for Cartwright to
send them his fiscal 2000 budget
on Feb. 22.

Waldron, who Is resigning to
spend mare Hime wdth s




