HISTORIC SITE FILE: A RTRIOGE SCHOOL
PRINCE WILLIAM PUBLIC LIBRARY SYSTEM
RELIC/Bull Run Reg Lib Manassas, VA

Ruth E. Lloyd Information Center
Bull Run Regional Library
8051 Ashton Avenue
Manassas, Virginia 22110
8 May 1995
James Raymer
5259 S. Hardy, Apt. 1002
Tempe, AZ 85283
(ph. 602-831-8705)

Dear Mr. Raymer:

This is in followup to our phone conversations last Friday and Saturday. AsI
understand it you are seeking records of the Partridge School, a private school in
Gainesville, Prince William County, Virginia, which you state was in operation
between about 1962 and 1969.

The earliest listing I find for it in our files is in the telephone book for Prince William
County, 1966-67 (prepared in 1966). Although there is no listing in the white pages,
we find under “Schools™ in the yellow pages:

Partridge Memorl Foundatn Inc
Patridge Rehbilitatn Ctr Gainesville 754-4191
Senn Nursery Haymarket 754-7942
Staff House Gainesville 754-4195

(The next earlier phone book we have is dated 1958-59 (prepared 1958). The school
is not listed there.)

The 1968-69 telephone directory has two different sets of listings:

Yellow pages, under “Schools:”
Partridge Memorl Foundatn Inc [same 3 listings as 1966-67, but
“Staff House” is now called “Administrative Office.”]
White pages:
Partridge Memorial Foundation Inc
McNear House 311 Strasbrg 361-2932
West Gate House 281 Lom Dr  361-2926
296 Lom Dr 361-4064



In the 1969-70 and 1971 phone books there are no listings for the Partridge School.

No city directory has been published for the Gainesville area, but the addresses shown above on
Strasburg and Lomond Drive are in Manassas, and we do have Manassas city directories from 1960.

The first year that the Manassas properties show some con&go]l the,School is 1968. In that year
we find a Malcolm McCombs (with wife Carol W.) living ; %‘%ﬁg’n is listed as USA (US
Army?). Phone 361-2932. [In 1967 someone else was living there with a different phone number] The

information on this household is identical in 1969 (at least in the criss cross portion, they are not found
in the white pages). They are gone in 1970.

In 1968, a Roy L. DeForest (with wife Sherry P) is shown at 281 Lomond Dr., 361-2926. He is called
a teacher at Partridge School, she is called housemother at Partridge School. They are similarly shown
in 1969. They are not found in directories for 1967. In the 1970 directory they are at a new address:
He is then shown as branch manager for First Virginia Bank. She is a number assignment clerk for
Commonwealth Telephone. This couple is still in the Manassas area today. The real estate directory
for 1993 shows Roy L. and Sherry J. DeForest as owning and living at 10122 Baileysburg Lane,
Nokesville, VA 22123, phone (703) 754-1721. They bought that property in 1991.

In 1968 the building at 296 Lomond Drive was “vacant.” In 1969 Carl M. Shoffler and his wife Helen
E. lived there, phone 361-4064. He was listed as “USA.” In 1970 someone else was living at that
address.

I talked to someone at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church in Haymarket this morning and learned that you had
already called. It appears that the present staff at the church have not been there long enough to be
aware of any connection between the church and the Partridge School.

It appears that Mr. and Mrs. DeForest are the only new leads I have for you. I attempted to call them
Saturday and today but got only an answering machine. (I left no message.)

You might want to check with the records of the Prince William County business license office (703-
792-6710). I doubt that they have retained records that old in their office, however, and it is nearly
impossible to get through to them on the phone this time of year. Their address is Prince William
County Finance Office (Assessments), 1 County Complex Court, Prince William, VA 22192. Records
from the 1960s are likely to be in storage somewhere, perhaps at the state archives (Library of Virginia,
Richmond).

You might also like to try the Virginia Dept. of Education, 101 N. 14th Street, Ricﬂ'lmond, VA 23219.
(Phone 804-225-2747 for school accreditation.) Hopefully they will have a record of the Partridge
School’s compliance with state laws and regulations, and a list of the principal persons associated with
it. Hope this information is of help to you.

Sincerely,

o L ) o

Donald L. Wilson
Virginiana Librarian
raymer.505
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